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Lesson Calendar 


1. April 1.—The Walk to Emmaus. (Easter Lesson.) Luke 24 
2. April 8.—Abraham, the Hero of Faith 
Genesis 12:1 to 25 :8; Hebrews 11 : 8-19 
3. April 15.—Joseph, the Preserver of His People 
Genesis 30 : 22-24; 37:2 to 50: 26 
4. April 22.—Moses: Liberator and Lawgiver . 
Exodus 2:1 to 19: 25; 32:1 to 33:23; Deuteronomy 
34:1-8 
5. April 29.—Ruth, the Faithful Daughter 
The Book of Ruth 
---t Samuel 1:1 to 
:153; 15:1 to 16 : 13; 


6. May 6—Samuel: Judge and Prophet 
4:1; 7:3 tO 10:27; 11:12 to 13 
25:1; 28: 3-20 

7-May 13.—Dayid, the..Poet King ...... r Samuel 16:1 to 
31:13; 2 Samuel 1:1 to 24:25; 1 Kings 1:1 to 2:12 

8. May 20.—Elijah, the Brave Reformer ..... 1 Kings 17:1 

to 19: 21; 21: 1-29; 2 Kings 1:1 to 2:12 

9. May 27.—Isaiah, the Statesman- Prophet 

2 Kings 18:13 to 20:19; Isaiah 1:1; 6: 1-13 

10. June 3.—Jeremiah, the Prophet of Courage. (May be 
used with Temperance Applications.) ...Jeremiah 1 : 1- 
10; 721-153 20: 1-6; 21; 26; 32; 35: 1-19; 36; 37 : 11-28; 
39 : 11, 12; 42: 1-11; 43 : 4-10 

11. June 10.—Nehemiah, the Bold Builder 

Nehemiah, Chaps. 1 and 2; 4 to 6; 8 : 9-12; 12: 31 to 13: 31 

12. June 17.—Esther, the Patriot Queen. The Book of Esther 

13. Review: Great Men and Women of tlfe Old Testament 








HAT advertising does for the buyer is just what 

is done for you when a neighbor tells you of-a 

new book, a new household help, that you really 

want. Do you let advertising in this paper help you 
as much as it might? 




















Why I Love Him 


By Mrs. H. S. Lehman 


HY do I love him? -*Tis because 

He loved me e’en before I was, 
And in God’s purpose for me died, 
That in His life I might abide. 
It is because in every need 
He proves himself a Friend indeed, 
And when the battle wages hard 
just speaks a promise from the Word, 
Because when all too oft I'd fail 
His interceding prayers prevail 
To hold me fast and keep me true ; 
Because He is afflicted, too, 
In all my trials ; because I know 
That should He come or should I go 
I’ve naught to tear, for through His name 
E’en death can be, to me, but gain. 








In the Wine Press 


Have we learned to praise God while we are sui- 
fering? It takes a miracle to do this: and the Lord 
is ready and able to work that miracle in our lives 
at any time and all times. A suffering, trusfing child 





_ senting fifty thousand rubles. 


of God recently wrote to the Editor of the Times: 
“The dear Lord is so good that 1 can hardly cease 
praising him for a minute, for he has been giving me 
such terrible trials lately, and I know they must be 
very valuable, or he would not have sent them; and 
so I appreciate them, as strange love-gifts, painful 
and precious. Oh, if only Christians would value 
their trials! Yours in the wine press, rejoicing, .. .” 


=< 
Why Israel Sacrificed Fat 


God is not praised by a dissatisfied soul. As 
starving animals have only one thought of seekin 
for food, so starving souls, lean and badly nourished, 
crave and need spiritual food; their soul need must 
first be met, and then they will praise God for all 
his benefits. The thought is brought ouf by James 
B. Nicholson of Australia in the magazine of the 
Africa Inland Mission, Inland Africa, for December, 
in a study of the symbolism of fat in connection with 
Jehovah’s worship. “Fat,” he says, “represents some- 
thing in the offering, which is acceptable to God. Fat 
burns. In smoke it ascends from the altar. In itself 
it represents surplus energy, stored up vitality, pro- 
duced only by the well-fed, contented animal... . 
Fat represents praise. ‘Out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh.’ ... And God desires from 
us praise, the ‘fruit of our lips.’ It cannot be forced, 
it must be a natural product. Just as fat in a healthy 
animal (and none other might be satrificed) is formed 
only after all needs are supplied, so praise comes only 
from satisfied hearts.” 

ya 


Rubles and Righteousness 


Man cannot create values. Yet men continually 
suppose that they can make something valuable sim- 
ply by saying that it is so. Attention was recently 
called, on this page, to the then almost utter worth- 
lessness of the German mark. Russian currency of- 
fers a still more striking example. One of the Phila- 
delphia Trust Companies recently sent to each of. its 
depositors, as an interesting souvenir, a note of the 
Russian Socialist Federated Soviet. Republic, repre- 
This paper money states 
on its face that it is “Guaranteed by the Entire Re- 
sources of the Republic,” and adds, “Counterfeiting 
Punishable According to Law.” The Trust Company 
comments: “Formerly the ruble was worth approxi- 
mately fifty cents. At that rate this note would be 
worth $25,000. It has been bought by us at the rate 
of 2,500,000 rubles for a dollar, equal to 25,000 for a 


| The Renan 


Te: present year is the hundredth since the birth 

of the French freethinker M. Ernest Renan, and 
it is proposed to hold a congress in Paris in his 
memory with papers on the history of religion and 
much else. We shall hear soon doubtless much both 
about the congress and the man to whom it is to be 
an act of homage, 

The writer was ferreting lately through the works 
of the French oratorian Pére Gratry, a saintly soul 
and one of Christ’s own, and came upon some pages 
relating to Renan. His “Life of Jesus” had just ap- 
peared and was the talk of Europe. Naturally it 
awoke a deep and resentful feeling among all who 
love our Lord. Pére Gratry says in his biography of 
Henri Perryve, “If an altogether lawful and holy in- 
dignation kindles within you, you must let it pour 
forth through prayers and tears and not through 
your pen.” One fears Pére Gratry that time dropped 
below his ideal and is glad he did. The consequence 
has been a bit of polemical writing of rarely good 


savor. It is from the past generation, but the force 
and fire have not died out of it as is usual with 
polemics. Here is no fossil scorpion with sting of 
stone. 


Renan’s “Life of Jesus” is found in the libraries of 
older Unitarians, but no one nowadays thinks of it 
as a book of importance from thé point of view of 


cent... . How futile to oppose the force of monetary 
law! In the words used by Thomas Jefferson, 
speaking of excessive issues, public and private, ‘The 
whole visionary fabric vanishes into air, and shows 
that paper is poverty; that it is only the ghost of 
money and not money itself.’” There is also a cur- 
rency that is “only the ghost of righteousness, and 
not righteousness itself.” God’s Word says that it 
characterizes those “holding a form of godliness, but 
having denied the power thereof.” The abandonment 
of righteousness is one cause of the worthlessness 
of the Russian ruble to-day. The denial of Christ, 
as man’s only righteousness, is invariably the cause 
of powerlessness and worthlessness in any human life. 
Russia cannot recover in a moment; but, praise be to 
God, any lost or defeated soul on earth to-day can 
turn to Christ at this moment, and can instantly have 
salvation and righteousness. 


x 
“The Spirit of Christ” 


What is “the spirit of Christ’? Many are using 
this expression to-day. People who reject a great 
deal of the Bible as crude or primitive or mistaken, 
even people who reject the Gospel as the only way 
of salvation, often say that they cannot accept cer- 
tain teachings found in the Bible because these are 
so contrary to “the spirit of Christ.” It will be found 
that such people always take exception to teachings 
that emphasize judgment, or dealing with sin in strict 
justice. Above all things, such people say, the old- 
fashioned notion of hell is intolerable, and unthink- 
able to the “modern mind,” because it is so contrary 
to what we now know of “the love of God” and the 
“spirit of Christ.” It is true that God is love. It is 
true that we are living in the age of grace, and that 
Christ came, not to condemn the world, but to save 
the world. But what if people insist upon rejecting 
his offer of salvation? Then there is only one al- 
ternative: and that is made very plain throughout 
God’s entire Word. The Bible’s revelation of the 
spirit of Christ shows that justice and judgment and 
punishment are as essentially a part of that spirit as 
love and grace. In our Lord’s Parable of the Pounds, 
recently studied in the Sunday-school Lessons, the 
“certain nobleman,” representing Christ, was hated 
by some of his citizens, who sent him the message, 
“We will not let this man reign over us.” The par- 
able concludes with these words from his lips: “These 
mine enemies, that would not that I should reign 
over them, bring hither, and slay them before me.” 
Christ could not be a Saviour from sin unless he 
hated sin, and dealt in justice with those who reject 
his salvation. 


Centenary 


truth. “It is an historical romance,” exclaims i 
Gratry, and then correcting himself, “No! an unhis- 
torical romance.” “In all serious matters,” he goes 
on, quoting Keim, “it is absolutely of no account. It 
outrages science. It is a new ‘Mysteries of Paris,’ 
written with rapidity to amuse the worldly-minded 
public.” Beautiful it is perhaps, in a way, although 
Gratry asks pertinently enough whether a book which 
is false and bad can be beautiful. Ewald indignantly 
accused Renan of plagiarism, an unacknowledged 
plagiarism, from his works. Gratry points out that 
he revels in notes where no proof is required, but 
that there are none where proofs are indispensable. 
Of his unreliability in statement he gives many ex- 
amples. 

Renan says, for instance, that in the first three 
Gospels Jesus does not take the title of Son of God. 
Gratry points to Matthew 11:27, to Matthew 26:63, 
64, and to Mark 14: 61-64. 

In order to depreciate John and to isolate his Gos- 
pel from the other Gospels Renan declares the words 
world, light, darkness, truth, and life to be peculiar 
to him. But they occur in Luke 16:8 and Matthew 
18:7, Matthew 19:17, Matthew 22:13, Matthew 7: 
14, Matthew 4:16, and Luke 2: 32, and always in the 
same mystical sense as in John. 

So of Jesus he says, “He has not the least notion 
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of a soul separated from the body.” This in face 
of our Lord’s words, “Fear not those who slay the 
body and cannot kill the soul.” 

These samples of Renan’s “sheer assertionalism” 
will suffice. “One understands now why M. Renan 
never replies to the criticisms which are addressed 
to him. What can he reply in view of the palpable 
errors with which the ‘Life of Jesus’ is filled? When 
one praises Renan for the perfect serenity with which 
he takes the blows of criticism without answering, I 
grant that it is a virtue,—but it is a necessary virtuc. 

Pére Gratry calls attention to the tone of supe- 
riority which the French freethinker takes toward 
our Lord. He serenely assumes to be larger, more 
enlightened, more sincere. “Jesus has no idea of, 
he says. “Jesus knew nothing of,” “Jesus had not 
the least notion of;” and so on. ; 

“Think of it,” cries Pére Gratry, and here his 
lawful indignation kindles: “A member of the sect 
of sophists, a scribe who at this moment excites the 
indignant laughter of every serious man in Europe, 
one for whom no statement is truer than the opposite, 
a decrepit intellectual who has lost in theory and prac- 
tise the discernment of that which is and that which 
is not, of the ‘for’ and ‘against,’ of the ‘yes’ and ‘no.’ 
It is this man who steps up and who, with the most 
perfect serenity and that half-smile which never 
leaves him, pronounces with pure declaration on the 
value and limitations of the thought of Jesus Christ, 
the eternal Master of mankind.” 

“These are the tones of the book,” he continues. 
“Has not the Gospel foreseen them? They said, 
‘Hail, King of the Jews,’ and smote him.” Salutation 
and smiting! But to tell the truth the gross soldiery 
who insulted Jesus had only one tone, for they said 
‘Hail’ in the grossest irony and the smiting agreed 
thereto. It is incontestable that M. Renan at times 
salutes the Lord Jesus with serious mien and respect- 
ful. This cannot be denied. So that when a moment 
after he insults and slaps Him one can say that there 
was never a more odious commingling. 
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“It was reserved for our Lord Jesus Christ in these 
last times to fall into the hands of the sophists. For 
them salutation and smiting are the same thing. It 
is a new prodigy.” 

Father Gratry writes in a page of irony worthy of 
Renan himself of the most patent characteristics of 
the French skeptic, his absolute irresponsibility and 
— skil] in the art of verbal juggling. 

“When the author wishes to go to the left he be- 
gins by making a movement to the right and sud- 
denly, see! ‘he is at the left. A feint to the right, a 
dart to the left, —that’s his gait. He is on the left. 
Your eye follows him to that side, but he is no longer 
there. It is to the right that you must look for him, 
but no! he is on the left whither he has suddenly 
returned, 

“I had written these lines when I happened to 
read, without surprise, the same thought in a Ger- 
man critic. ‘His pace,’ says Keim, ‘is ever an as- 
tonishing zigzag.’ 

“What creature is it in nature that moves this way? 

“Jesus said when speaking of Herod, ‘Go tell that 
fox.’ Cannot I use the same word? Ah, yes! His 
style moves as the fox’s. 

“After all, the fox is one of God’s creatures and 
this word is no insult. ‘Oh, my brother fox,’ would 
St. Francis d’Assisi have said, ‘why do you travel 
in this manner?’ I have said as much in the same 
tone and with no scorn. 

“A few days ago I wanted to study the fox figure. 
I went to the Jardin des Plantes. Did I deceive my- 
self? I compared this figure with that of the lion. 
The expression of the face of the lion seemed to 
me one of terrible good nature. Sut what did I find 
on the face of the fox? Transcendent scorn. You can 
verify the fact by-observing narrowly the fox’s phys- 
iognomy. 

“However this may be, there have been and are 
four Gospels, —that of the ox, that of the lion, that 
of the man, and that of the eagle. There will be no 
fifth, that of the fox.” 








Christian Physicians and Coué 


“Can a Christian Safely Follow Coué?” was the 
subject of a leading editorial in The Sunday School 
Times of February 17. From copious quotations of 
this celebrated French pharmacist’s published writ- 
ings in the field of physical, mental, and spiritual 
healing by autosuggestion, it was shown that Coue’s 
teachings are not, as some would like to believe, non- 
religious but distinctly anti-Christian. It was shown 
that the famous formula, “Day by day, in every way, 
I am getting better and better,” is, on the face of it, 
false, both on the bodily side for Christians and the 
unsaved, and on the spiritual side for the unsaved. 
Several other fundamental fallacies and harmful po- 
sitions were pointed out, and the conclusion of the 
editorial was: “Neither the Christian nor the un- 
saved may safely follow Coué’s teachings.” 

The requests from readers of The Sunday School 
Times for extra copies of that issue is evidence of 
the number of people who have been influenced by 
Coué’s teachings. 

Two most significant letters came from Christian 
physicians. One of these is the Petnsylvania phy- 
sician whose “Open Letter” in The Sunday School 
Times of December 16, 1922, on “God’s Grace and 
Shell-Shock,” was a valuable contribution to the 
study of the use of Christian faith together with natu- 
ral means, including the power of suggestion, in treat- 
ing disease. He now writes: 

The weakness in Coué’s teaching from the medical 
viewpoint is, to my mind, the fact that the individual’s 
mind is actually focused on himself, whereas it must 
be gotten off himself. It is weak also from the medi- 
cal viewpoint in that it is not definitely fixed upon 
something . outside ‘himself. These patients need to 
have their eyes fixed upon Christ; Christ as Saviour, 
Christ as Lord. Nothing else meets the fundamental, 
underlying cause of their trouble. Therapeutics which 
stops short of pointing out this remedy is inadequate 
to the finest results. d 

[I am sure your editorial will be used of God to keep 
steady many of His children. 


Readers of The Sunday School Times will be glad 
to know that this physician has prepared some valu- 
able articles on “The Christian’s Care of the Body,” 
which will appear later in these pages, 

Another letter, from a Christian physician in Texas, 
is equally significant and valuable, and is as follows: 
[ have just been reading the editorial on Coué in the 
Times for February 17, and wish to add a word to the 

discussion if I may. 

It is but fair to presume that the Lord who made 

the human body should know more about it than any 

human being. And so to fortify us as much as possible 


against the evils of this world he told us not to have 
anxious thought about the morrow, or what it might 
bring, adding, “sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof.” In another place he tells us that we are 
of more value than many sparrows, and that not one of 
these little birds falls on the ground without the 
Father; and in the next breath he says, “but the very 
hairs of your head are all numbered.” 

All these and many other passages show the minute 
care the Father has over those who trust him, — and 
indeed over many who ungratefully fail to acknowl- 
edge him, for he sends his rain on the just and the 
unjust, 

Physicians are familiar with certain poisons, which 
might be called auto-poisons,—a far more proper word 
than the word “autosuggestion.” One of the most 
common of these poisons is the fatigue poison, with 
which we are all familiar. Another should be called 
the anger poison, and we are all familiar with this also, 
I suspect,—for who does not remember when hav- 
ing given way to anger, even of not so very extreme 
degree, the feeling of trembling and exhaustion which 
follows such an experience, which feeling may be 
present for several hours. There are also other poisons, 
produced by worry, fear, and the anxiety against which 
our Lord warns us. 

Suppose the body to be in the grip of an acute dis- 
ease: the unfortunate persons whose trust is not in the 
Lord, and some who seem to think that they do be- 
long to the Lord but who are disobeying by not trust- 
ing, begin at once to fear and worry about the out- 
come of the illness. 

The real physician is in a position io direct the at- 
tention of his patient to the Lord who knows the body, 
and what it needs, and the comfort He provides for 
those who are so distressed. But the partially equip- 
ped physician has no such comfort to offer, and he 
either says nothing about the quiet relaxation which 
one may have by obeying the Lord in the matter, or he 
resorts to “autosuggestion.” Now what in the world 
has the “auto” to suggest? The “auto” is sick; and 
needs help from another source than his own mind or 
person. The Lord has provided for the contingency; 
but if we as patients and physicians refuse to obey the 
Lord, and turn to the devil who makes the same sug- 
gestion in a travestied form, as that of Mrs. Eddy, or 
of Coué, but both equally of the devil, and if we obey, 
the strange and terrible thing is that we get results! 

People are then deceived by the physical results 
obtained, and are strengthened in their resistance 
against the Lord of Glory who told them long ago not 
to be anxious or worried. They also seem to think that 
they have gained their soul’s salvation, in gaining heal- 
ing for the body in this devilish way, — but they have 
not, as they will find out when it is too late. 

I do not see how such “autosuggestion” is any bet- 
ter than the devil’s suggestion, as indeed such it is 
when opposed to the directions our Lord gave us for 
these contingencies. 

Many of the chronic cases are doubtless malingerers 
by their own long continued “autosuggestion,” and of 
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course they can give that up at the first convenient 
season if they have a mind to do so. 

It resolves itself into a question of obeying, or not 
obeying, the Lord of Glory. 


x 
Will You Give One Dollar? 


Will you give one dollar to help to provide a 
Christian Conference center at-which one may be 
certain of hearing nothing but sound, true Chris- 
tian teaching by those who believe that the whole 
Bible is the Word of God, and that the shed blood 
of Christ is the only way of salvation? 

Would you like to have such a center ready this 
summer for the holding of Christian conferences 
by all who believe in the “faith once for all deliy- 
ered”? Will you give one dollar to help make this 
possible ? 

There are already various conference centers in 
different parts of America where only sound Chris- 
tian teaching is given. But there is no such place 
easily accessible to people living in the Eastern states 
and large enough to accommodate four or five hun- 
dred people. The Sunday School Times believes 
that this is “the hour for America’s Keswick.” Kes- 
wick already has a choice tract of some six hundred 
acres in the health-giving pine region of New Jersey, 
easily accessible from both New York and Philadel- 
phia, with half a dozen buildings now in use. From 
forty to fifty thousand dollars, given promptly, should 
make it possible to add the needed equipment. But 
this can be done for 1923 only if the gifts of God’s 
people are made immediately. 

_If many readers of The Sunday School Times will 
give at least one dollar each, the need will be abun- 
dantly more than met. Will you be one of these? 
Gifts need not be limited to one dollar; as much more 
than that as the Lord makes it possible for you to 
give will be welcome. Checks, money orders, cur- 
rency, or pledges may be sent at once to B. F. Culp, 
Treasurer, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Mr. Culp will send leaflets free of 
charge, upon request, describing Keswick fully, set- 
ting forth the proposed plans, and giving photographs 
+ the lakes and buildings and natural beauties of this 
place. 

With your gifts, please unite with many others 
in ponyer for God’s guidance and blessing upon this 
work. 


P. S.—When the plan of one dollar from each reader 
of the Times was recently ‘suggested, in a little group 
of friends, fifteen dollars, representing thirteen per- 
sons, was at once given. The total amount previously 
given and pledged toward the equipment of Keswick 
this summer is $5,645. 








A Prayer by Mr. Wanamaker 














Offered in Brotherhood Meeting, December 8, 1907 


OST merciful God, our gracious and loving Father, 

through whose love and care we have been preserved 

unto this hour; dear Son of God, who didst die for 
us and who dost ever live to help and strengthen us; 
blessed Holy Ghost, third Person of the Godhead, our 
Sanctifier and Comforter, we have come up to this familiar 
place to worship Thee, Thou triune God, and to sing our 
hymn of praise and to have sweet fellowship with one 
another. 

-We have come up from our different homes, though 
tired with the week’s work, not simply because of our love 
for one another as men, but because we want to praise 
Him whose mercy endureth forever. O Father, Thou hast 
been patient with us notwithstanding our sin and way- 
wardness and our desire to feed with the swine and live 
on husks. We thank Thee for keeping the door open, 
for seeing us afar off, for coming to meet us with Thy 
kiss and love and forgiveness. 

We are here in this sanctuary, which is to us a castle 
of light, a house of sunshine, a place of peace and hope 
and courage, and we unite our hearts in praising Thee 
for all Thy love and grace. 

We pray for the needs of the soul more than for those 
of the body. We pray for cleansing and healing and life. 
O Father, turn us not away. Thou hast always wanted 
us, Thou hast planted gardens for us to see from afar, 
and to draw us home. Thou hast called after us and 
sent Thy Son to save us. Lord, we are back in Thy 
presence. We ask for a complete forgiveness. And may 
we feel upon us the touch of our blessed Saviour, no longer 
in the flesh, but ever nigh unto all who call upon Him. 

O Father, go after the men who are away from Thee, 
the men who spend the Sabbath in clubs and places of 
death. Send an arrow of remorse and sorrow for sin, 
and may some memory of the past bring back to them 
the thought of a Saviour’s love and may they be led out 
of the darkness into the light. Oh, grant that this may 
be a day when many shall walk out of the old dark life 
into the light of Thy reconciled countenance. In Jesus’ 
mame we ask it. Amen. 


we 


“Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly?” a new pam- 
phlet by Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, of Princeton Sem- 
mary, may be obtained from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelpma, 
at 25 cents, postpaid. ( 



































Is Moses’ Author of 
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unbelief, a splendid defense of the unity of Genesis 

and to have it from a person of such competence 
as Professor Edouard Naville, the leading Egyptol- 
ogist of our day. Professor Naville delivered this 
lecture in the Paris Bible Course of 1921. It has 
not been translated, but the following summary will 
make Clear the maih line of argument. 

If. we are to understand a. book, says Professor 
Naville by way of preface, it is of first importance 
to realize its purpose, to know to whom it is ad- 
dressed, and the kind of influence it is designed to 
have. If we test Genesis in this way we find a sin- 

le perfectly definite line of thought dominating it 
po. beginning to. end. But such a logical treat- 
ment without a single broken link can be the crea- 
tion of a single spirit only. Genesis has but one 
author. 

Let us recall who Moses was. He was the man 
upon whom was imposed the heavy task of bring- 
ing an entire people out of Egypt and: of conduct- 
ing them into Canaan. This people must first be de- 
tached from Egypt. The land of Canaan, which 
had been promised them, must be brought before 
their mental vision. Above. all, they must be made 
to realize that they are the elect of Jehovah, set apart 
for a glorious mission to be fulfilled only*in Canaan. 

The Israelites in Egypt doubtless preserved some 
traditions of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but it is 
probable that their great hero was not Abraham but 
Joseph, the slave whose career: had. been so extraord- 
inary and to whom they owed their presence in Egypt. 
And even this personage was centuries behind them. 

Perhaps in the days of bondage a. yearning for de- 
liverance had somewhat revived these earlier mem- 
ories which prosperity had tended to- efface. Never- 
theless one can easily understand that Moses would 
have had difficulty in persuading his people to leave 
Egypt. For this he needed a compelling sanction, 
and this could be secured only by showing them their 
title to a high future, by revealing to them that their 
- national mission was identified with Canaan. 

Here are the central ideas of Genesis, —the cov- 
eniant Of Jehovah, the election of Israel to the mis- 
sion of preserving faithfully the worship of Jehovth 
in the Holy Land. Elsewhere they were to feel 
themselves strangers. 

A document was required which should embody, 
for the Israelites leaving Egypt and for succeeding 
géaerations, this covenant treaty of Jehovah with his 
people. This document was completed by the Law, 
—the four following books of the Pentateuch. Gen- 
esis is the necessary introduction to these four books. 
reper they form a unity resting ‘on a threefold 
ase, 


1. The alliance with Jehovah. 
2. The manner in which this alliance was effected. 
3. The conditions which it imposed on Israel. 


It was incumbent on Moses, then, in view of the 
task to which he had been called, to impress on Is- 
rael, the chosen people of Jehovah, their duty of 
executing the first act of the treaty by returning to 
the. land of promise. 


HE initial figure in the history of Israel is Abra- 

ham, and it is evident that the account must begin 
with him. The genealogy of Abraham is carried back 
to the first man, and this gave Moses opportunity to 
repeat the story of Creation. If it were necessary to 
teach Israeli concerning their father Abraham it was 
still more important to teach them concerning their 
God. When man appeared (Gen. 2) Moses showed 
his Maker to be Jehovah-Elohim, the Eternal God 
beside whom is no other. This truth was to be the 
base of the first commandment, “Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me.” it is now known that He 
who makes covenant with Abraham is the Creator of 
heaven and earth. 

The posterity of Noah gives birth to a new human- 
ity, and through the line of Shem, in carefully re- 
corded genealogies, we are brought down to Abra- 
ham. His filiation is uninterrupted, and all events 
preceding lead up to it. The choice of Abraham is 
the great fact which for the Israelites dominates an- 
cient times and which is placed beside the fact of 
creation. As Nehemiah said in his prayer, 

“Thou, even thou, art Lord alone. Thou hast made heaven, 
the heaven of heaven with all their host...Thou art the 
Lord, the God who didst choose Abram.” 

“The Lord said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto 
a land that I will shew thee. And I will make of thee 
a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name 
great; and thou shalt be a blessing” (Gen. 12 : 1-3). 


Hardly had Abraham established himself in Ca- 
naan than the Eternal appeared again to him saying, 


|’ IS encour ri to get from Paris, the city of 


Paris answers with a splendid “Yes” from the greatest living Egyptologist 








Professor Naville was born at Sener in 1844, 


and the Shrine of Saft el-Henneh,” “The Papyrus 
of Toniya,” and others. This summary of his lec- 
ture furnishes a sidelight on the International 
Sunday-school lesson on Joseph treated in this 
issue of The Sunday School Times. 








Unto thy seed will I give this land (Gen. 12:7). 
Thus even before the covenant was finally concluded 
it had been foretold to Abraham that he would be 
father of a great nation, and that the land of Ca- 
naan should be the heritage of his seed This is a 
promise of capital importance, and one which clothes 
Abram and his posterity with a peculiar character. 
Moses therefore lost no opportunity of repeating it. 

After the short sojourn which the patriarch made 
in Egypt Jehovah spoke again to him, saying, 

Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where 
thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and 
westward: For all the land which thou seest, to thee 
will I give it, and to thy seed forever. Arise, walk 
through the land in the length of it and in the breadth 
of it; for I will give it unto thee. 


The author of Genesis could not too much insist 
upon the fact that Canaan was the land promised to 
the children of Israel for their possession where they 
should greatly increase in number. 


[s THIS not just’ the language which Moses would 
have. used to bring the. children of Israel to the 
point of leaving Egypt and to encourage them to face 
the difficulties of the departure and subsequent wan- 
derings? He put before them, the magnificent prom- 
ises made to their ancestor and the brilliant future 
which awaited them in the country they should pos- 
sess. Could any save Moses have used this language? 

Listen a moment to what the critics say concerning 
their alleged author. He was, they affirm, a writer 
of the kingdom of Judea in the ninth century B. C. 
The kingdom was then divided. Ten of the tribes, 
separated from Judea, ‘had founded their own king- 
dom and had instituted a heathen cult. Both king- 
doms had great difficulty in defending their inde- 
pendence against powerful neighbors. And it is not 
even from this author that we get these words. He 
is but the contributor to a later book of odds and 
ends made up by one they call the redacteur, or edi- 
tor, of Genesis, who lived, they say, in the fourth cen- 
tury B. C. when the land of Canaan was in the hands 
of the successors of Alexander, and the Maccabees 
were making vain efforts to save the independence of 
their country. Now I ask was that the time to use 
such words as the following to the people of Israel? 

Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and 
in the breadth of it. For I will give it unto thee. 


Would not the promise of Jehovah to Abraham 
have then appeared mere mockery? 


HESE promises were brilliant enough, but more 

was needed. Jehovah wished to conclude an ac- 
tual treaty with his people, a solemn agreement which 
they in future times could appeal to and support 
themselves upon. Five kings of Mesopotamia had 
attacked and routed those of the Jordan valley, carry- 
ing away a rich booty. Abraham, taking 318 of his 
household, pursued them to Damascus, recovered 
Lot, and returned the booty to the king of Sodom. 

“After this the word of the Lerd came 
unto Abraham, saying, Fear not,’ Abraham: I am 
th shield, and thy exceeding great reward” 
(Gen. 15:1). Abraham with a little band had won 
an 7: for victory over the kings of Mesopo- 
tamia. e might well fear a fresh attack in reprisal. 
The allusion is obvious. If fresh aggression came, 
Abraham was to have the special protection of God’s 
buckler. 

So the second promise, “I am thy exceeding great 
reward,” recalls the reply of Abraham to the king 
of Sodom who offered him all the booty taken from 
his enemies. This drew from him the reply, 


I have lift up mine hand unto the Lord, the most high 


God, the possessor of heaven and earth, that I will not 
take from a thread even to a shoe-latchet, and that I will 
not take anything that is thine. 


This repudiation of Sodom brings from Jehovah 
again the promise of a son and a posterity numerous 
as the stars of heaven (Gen. 15:5). 
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T IS with Abraham the just that: Jehovah now 

makes his alliances, saying, I am the Lord that 
brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees to give thee 
this land to inherit it. I am Jehovah, swearing by 
myself because there is no greater. The narrator 
later in the chapter repeats the fact. In the same 
day the Lord made a covenant with Abram saying, 
Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river 
of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates 
(Gen. 15: 18). 

This covenant with Jehovah is the capital fact in 
the history of Israel, to which recurrence is made 
again and-again. The critics disapprove of these rep- 
etitions. “No historian of the -present would use 
such. They constitute a clear indication of plural 
authorship.” But we must remember that Genesis is 
not a book in the modern sense composed in the quiet 
of a library. It is a collection of tablets written at 
different times and under varying circumstances. It . 
reflects a spoken language. It is clear that Moses 
had to repeat frequently not only to make the Is- 
raelites understand, but to impress on their hearts 
truths which gave to their national career its true ob- 
jective, 

The promise of a future posterity to Abraham is 
repeated after the incident on Mount Moriah (Gen. 
22:17, 18). Again when Abraham sent forth his 
servant Eliezer he recalled to him the words of Je- 
hovah, “Unto thy seed will I give this land” (Gen. 24: 
7). In his old days, then, he rested on the same 
promise. 


HE life of Isaac is brief. Before the final epi- 

sodes but two others are mentioned. To both of 
these are attached the promise of Jehovah. There 
was famine in the land. Isaac thought of going to 
Egypt. Then Jehovah appeared to him saying, 


Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall 
tell thee of. Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, 
and will bless thee; for unto thee and unto thy seed, 
I will give all these countries, and I will perform the 
oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father . .. and in 
thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed 
(Gen. 26 : 2-4). 


A second time when Isaac parted from Abimelech 
the benediction given to Abraham is repeated (Gen. 
26: 24), 

I am the God of Abraham thy father; fear not, for I 


am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed 
for my servant Abraham’s sake. 


Esau cared little for the covenant and is therefore 
left outside. Jacob became the heir to its promises 
and when, obliged to flee from his brother’s anger, 
he takes leave of his father, the latter blesses him 
saying, 

God Amighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and 
multiply thee that thou mayest be a multitude of people; 
And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee and to 
thy seed with thee; that thou mayest inherit the land 


wherein thou art a stranger, which God gave unto 
Abraham (Gen. 28 : 3). 


Jacob departs, Near Beersheba he has a dreain in 
which Jehovah appears saying, 

I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God 
of Isaac; the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give 
it, and to thy seed. And thy seed shall be as the dust 
of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, 
and to the east, and to the north, and to the south; 
and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the 
earth be blessed (Gen. 28 : 13). 


When Jacob returns to Padan-Aram God says to 
him, 


I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation 
and a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings 
shall come out of thy loins; and the land which I gave 
Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy 
seed after thee will I give the land (Gen. 3s : 11). 


Even to the end of his life and in spite of all his 
tribulations Jacob believed in the ‘covenant and the 
promise. So attached was he to Canaan that, when 
his son summoned him to Egypt, God himself must 
encourage him with words, 

I am God, the God of thy father; fear not to go down 
into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation: 
I will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will also 
surely bring thee up again (Gen. 46: 3, 4). 


What an effect must these words have had upon 
the children of Israel when quoted to them by Moses! 
Their father Jacob had come down into Egypt only 
on the pledge of Jehovah that his people should cer- 
tainly return! 

When Jacob came to die he called upon Joseph to 
swear that he would not bury him in Egypt. 


I wifl lie with my fathers, and thou shalt carry me 















200 * 


out of Egypt, and bury me in their buryingplace .. . And 


he sware unto him (Gen. 47 : 29). 


His last word of blessin 
and in this again is em 
hovah. 


God Almighty appeared unto me at Luz in the land of 
Canaan ... saying, Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and 
multiply thee, and I will make of thee a multitude of 
people; and will give this land to thy seed after thee for 
an everlasting possession (Gen. 48 : 3, 4). 


upon Joseph followed, 
ied the covenant of Je- 


And Joseph himself in spite of the high position 
he had reached is no Egyptian. He belongs to the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


family from Canaan to whom the possession of Ca- 
naan has been promised. The book of Genesis closes 
with his dying injunction to his brethren, bE 

God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this 
land, unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob. And Joseph took an oath of the children 
of Israel saying, God will surely visit you, and ye shall 
carry up my bones from hence (Gen. 50 : 24). 


Egypt is the land of bondage. The people of Is- 
rael are not to seek any mere alleviation of their 
condition there. That which is necessary is to place 
before their eyes a promised land in which they shall 
prosper and increase, Jehovah has sworn to it by 
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his great name. This is a mighty fact to repeat 
again and again in order to stir them up to going and 
to fortify them against discow 2 

Moses is not named in the book as the author of 
Genesis. We know it only by tradition which as- 
signs the book to him and to him alone.” But is not 
the unity of the book and its central purpose clear 
and striking? 

Tradition is right. The simple acceptance of what 
we read is most nearly in harmony with the histor- 
ical principles which ought to govern the study of 
these ancient documents. 

New Hampton, N. H. 








Efficiency Hints for Ministers 


How may they be reminded—of birthday anniversaries, future programs, and the like? 












of every minister seem to grow greater day by 

day, until most of us wonder what would hap- 
en if we were ‘limited to a forty-eight hour week. 
Vet days do not grow longer and we are all feeling 
that if we are to fo our work as it ought to be done 
and do all the things we feel we. should do as serv- 
ants of the Kingdom of God, we must be as up-to- 
date in labor-saving methods as a modern business 
office. The man who.lives in a muddle seriously ham- 
pers his own efficiency and wastes time and energy, 
and only too frequently temper as well. The minis- 
ter who seems to get through twice as much work 
as the others and does it with half the expenditure 
of strength usually proves the man who uses some 
system in his work and adopts modern office methods 
which make for efficiency. I want to pass on to 
brother ministers. some methods which other men have 
found to make for efficiency, and in the long run 
for the saving of time. 

Memory Ticklers—The phrase is not my own, but 
an invention of the efficiency expert. We all find in 
our pastoral work that every day brings a dozen 
things we want to remember. In one house we have 
learned that a fortnight on Tuesday will be the anni- 
versary of a loved one’s Home-going, or a birthday 
of one of the little folks. We want to remember it, 
for a letter from the minister will be greatly treas- 
ured. At another home we learn that a son has left 
home from another town. That means a letter to 
him and another to the minister there. There was 
an invalid friend to whom we promised a book, and 
you promised the Brigade Captain a copy of a new 
price list we had just had. When every day visiting 
brings a list like that memory rebels at too great a 
load and quietly drops half of it in a day or two 
and the letter is not written when the birthday comes 
round nor the promised book sent along. 

To relieve memory and to keep the mind free for more 
important matters many of us use memory ticklers. 
Mine is in three sections. I carry in my pocket a 
“Reminder.” It is a little leather card case with a 
section holding a memorandum book with perforated 
leaves. On them I enter as I go along the various 
things I wish to remember. When you reach home 
you look up your various notes, and file them in a little 
card index case you keep on your desk. ‘Its cards 
are labeled, “Immediate,” “Waiting.” Then a set 
for the days of the week, and if you have a group 
of churches you will have a card for each church. 
Behind “Immediate” you drop the notes of the let- 
ters to be written at once. “Waiting” would receive 
the book reminder. That you can send when you 
have time. The anniversary reminder would go be- 
hind the appropriate day of the week, if it was as 
near as that. 

For later events I use a business man’s desk cal- 
endar and jot down on the blank sheets notes of 
preparation for future events. If that birthday is 
three weeks hence, I make a note on the calendar 
sheet for the previous day: “Elsie Smith. Birthday.” 
I need not worry my head or burden my memory 
with it again. There it is waiting for me. Something 
reminds me that a church anniversary must be ar- 
ranged for three months hence. [It is too early to 
take it up now; on the other hand I do not want it 
left to the last fortnight. So I make a note on my 
calendar for two months hence: “Arrange Church 
Anniversary,” and forget it till the entry comes up 
on the calendar. 

It saves my memory, and that “How I wish Id re- 
membered” feeling, too. 

Loose Leaf Sermon Notes—Sermon notes are a 
very necessary help in these days of stress, The 
strain of burdening one’s memory with the details 
of a long sermon or address is more than most of 
us are capable of bearing. Generally there is a quota- 
tion or two, and the obligation to quote accurately, 
or not at all, involves either the use of a written 
copy or else a memoriter recital. Most of us prefer 
the paper. But even that is not always an unmixed 


Te demands made upon the time and energy 








Loose 


blessing. 
They have to be 
wear through in the middle. 
never very helpful. 
certainly, but they have a perverse habit, either of 
losing. the middle one or else turning up in the wrong 


apers seldom prove satisfactory. 
olded and soon get dog-eared and 
Tattered notes are, 
Postcards are an improvement, 


order. And somehow it is never very impressive to 
watch a preacher shuffle his cards in the middle of 
his address, 

I have found that the loose-leaf notebook solves 
all my problems, The notes do not get creased or 
dirty, and they cannot come in the wrong order, 
The notes of a dozen or twenty sermons, if need be, 
can be carried as easily as one, and the whole case 
takes up little more room than an ordinary pocket- 
book, These loose-leaf books are always well bound 
and never seém to look conspicuous when they are 
laid upon an open Bible. In the open air it will lie 
flat on your hand or can be bent back double and is 
ideal for its purpose. The fact that such sermon 
notes are easily kept, and, if they are paged, are 
always ready for immediate reference is also worth 
considering, 

Caring for the Shut-in Folk—Connected with every 
church are people who are never able to get to 
church, and always there are a few who cannot come 
to-day, and a few more who will not be able to come 








If You Were Your Pastor— 


O YOU, Mr. Business Man, as a loyal member of 
your church Board, and accounting this service 
no doubt as one of the most valuable you render in 
your Christian stewardship, indeed as one which you 
hope will mean the laying up of treasure for yourself 
in heaven, — do you ever stop to think that your pas- 
tor may not be equipped with an addressing machine, 
such as you yourself find to be an indispensable time- 
saver for you? Do you ever pause to think that he 
may not even have a typewriting machine? Have 
you ever thought through the fact that both individ- 
ually and in the whole church and Sunday-school 
work, of which your pastor is the leader, and for 
which he is primarily responsible, he may not be sup- 
plied with all the material equipment that he should 
have in order to enable him to save time to make 
his spiritual ministry as effective as possible? 
Would it not be a good thing to put yourself in 
your preacher’s place, and get some realization of 
the handicap under which he labers? As you con- 
sider this problem perhaps the following list of de- 
vices and pieces of equipment, obtainable from the 
great church and Sunday-school supply houses which 
have sprung up all over our land as the organized 
Sunday-school work has been developed through the 
past century or more, will enable you to form the 
right judgment and use your influence to have this 
equipment installed: 


Acousticon 





Filing Cabinets and 


Bible Charts and ,Maps 

Bibles and Testaments 

Bicycles 

Bulletin Boards (for in- 
side and outside) 

Card Indexes 

Church Acoustics 

Church and Sunday-school 
Orchestra 

Church Bells 

Church Cushions 
Hassocks 

Church Ear-Phone 

Church Furniture 

Church Organs 

Collection Plates 

Communion Supplies 

Dictating Machines 

Duplex Envelopes 

Duplicating Machines 

Electric Call Bells 

Encyclopedias (Secular 
and Religious) 


and 





Indexes 
Flags (United States, etc.) 
Folding Partitions 
Hymn Book Racks 
Hymn Books (Song Books) 


Maps 

Memorial Tablets for Ser- 
vice Men 

Moving Picture Machines 

Offering Boxes (Mite 
Boxes) 


Pennants and Banners 
Pianos 

Pulpit Bibles 

Pulpit Gowns 
Gowns) 

Pulpit Lamps and Clocks 

Registry Boards 
Shorthand 

Stereopticons 

Typewriters 

Umbrella Racks 


(Choie 


By “Nehemiah” 


next week. It is easy enough to forget them, espe- 
cially the permanent invalids until when they die, 

ople stare and exclaim: “Old Miss Somebody, 

aven’t seen her for years. I thought she was dead 
long ago!” But it pays to remember them. Of 
course, it means trouble, but what of that, — every 
worth-while thing means that some one has thought 
and taken trouble. I remember hearing Dr. Jowett 
say, in his Birmingham days, that he arranged for 
all the sick, and shut-in members of his church to 
receive on Sunday morning a copy of the service 
paper and a summary of his sermon. That may be 
too elaborate a scheme for you to attempt; but why 
not attempt something along similar lines? 

In some places there is some one with a typewriter 
or a duplicator who would do this piece of service 
for the church if supplied with the material. Or you 
could get a quarto sheet of about two hundred and 
firty words, which is all you need. Twenty-five or 
fifty cents a week spent in this way by the church 
would be a good investment. This would, of course, 
mean that you would have to have at least your ser- 
mon outline ready about a -week beforehand unless 
you. live near a typewriting office. A less elaborate 
scheme is to have a supply of postcards printed: “We 
are sorry you will not be able to be with us to-mor- 
row. Our hymns and lessons are ——, and the sub- 
ject of the sermon is .’ These can be filled 
in in a very few minutes. 

Another .khint from Dr. Jowett on this subject was 
to ask the church to share the responsibility of car- 
ing for the sick and the aged. At Carr’s Lane, whe 
he -knew of a member having fallen ill, he would 
write three or four members of the church who lived 
nearest, asking them to call. Such a system would 
not only bring joy to the sick folk but would link the 
whole church together in a ministry of sympathy and 
service. 

Dr. Jowett, by the way, worked the same system 
for the welcoming of newcomers. He sent a per- 
sonal note to those who lived aearest, and asked 
aes to do their best to make the strangers feel at 

ome. 

We are all of us trying to do our work in the 
best way, endeavoring to use our days to the best 
advantage. These are just three or four ways in 
which some of us have found we can spend our time 
and strength in better and more useful ways. 

WELLINGBOROUGH, ENG. 
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Sight Reading 
1. Introduction, 


2. Why Good Sight Reading is Troublesome to 
Many Pianists. 


3. Is Good Sight Reading Possible to All Pianists? 
4. Three Causes for Inefficient Sight Reading. 


fe dee rengp TION.—The Gospel song pianist who 
cannot read at sight and read well is seriously 
handicapped. Sight reading is just as necessary as 
good technique to the accompanist. The ability to 
play well at sight is of such vital importance to every 
pianist that it is ‘surprising to find how little serious 
attention has been given to teaching sight playing. 
Among the many possible causes of poor sight- 
playing is defective power of observation, —in other 
words, inability of the eye to take in quickly all the 
details of a complex musical form. It is common 
knowledge that if several people are allowed a brief 
glance at a table covered with a miscellaneous col- 
lection of articles and are then asked to name quickly 

















Lesson for Aprii 1. 
Genesis 30 : 22-24; 37:2 to 50:26 


as many of the articles as they remember, some will 
give an almost complete list, while others will, re- 
member only a very small proportion of the total 
number. The widely differing results thus obtained 
are due to varying powers of observation. One per- 
son obtains a kind of mental photograph of the whole 
contents of the table, whereas another remembers 
clearly only a few of the more conspicuous articles, 
the rest being simply a blur. Exactly the same thing 
holds good in music. Practically any student can play 
correctly at sight if he is allowed to go very slowly, 
because he then has time to observe every detail of 
the music. 


2. Sight reading cannot be called wholly a technical 
‘achievement. Some of our best pianists are compar- 
atively r sight readers. To the lay mind, —the 
mind of wedeun included, —it seems incomprehen- 
sible that a person able to interpret adequately the 
sterling compositions of the great masters frequently 
goes a in attempting to read the accompaniment 
of an ordinary song at sight. When analyzed, how- 
ever, the reason. is not in hiding. 

Nearly all musicians who make it a point thor- 
oughly to master and memorize works of the master- 
composers spend weeks—-sometimes months —on 
one piece. These are mastered a measure at a time. 
When fairly familiar with the composition it is taken 
through at a slow pace, gradually increasing the speed 
until the proper tempo is reached. The mental pro- 
cesses in such a system are radically different from 
those required in sight reading. And it frequently 
occurs that a person who has spent his hours in mas- 
tering music in the thorough. manner noted will show 
a tendency toward inability to grapple with new music 
in any other way. The impulse to exercise care and 
accuracy predominates in his mind, so that a hasty 
interpretation of an ordinary accompaniment to*a 
Gospel song or the quick interpretation of ordinarily 
difficult music is foreign to his nature. A good sight 
reader on the other hand, frequently is not a good 
hand at careful, painstaking, analytical study. He is 
accustomed to taking his notes at a jump, frequently 
hurdling across difficult passages, but intuitively grasp- 
ing the effect the composer intended. 

Suppose a pianist is asked to play the accompani- 
ment to a song he has never seen before, and the 
accompaniment presents some difficulties even to a 
good pianist. It is certain that he cannot afford to 
spoil the effect through hesitancy, vacillation, or by 
striking improper chords. Probably he will go right 
ahead and give an outline of the difficult passages, 
grasping the spirit of the piece and imparting a good 
resemblance to the effect intended. If the same piece 
is handed to the one not accustomed to exercising his 
ingenuity in this manner, though technically a better 
pianist, the result might be disastrous. 

Sight reading nowc days is deemed more important 
than it was a generation ago, when it was common 
pedagogic belief that a player who mastered the music 
of the great composers “just naturally” would de- 
velop into a good sight reader. But, as has been 
shown, the methods of the two are so opposite that 
the same result is impossible. 7 

Given good eyesight, a good foundation in theory, 
technical proficiency, and plenty of practise, there is 
no reason why the average player cannot become a 
good sight reader. “Practise” in this case does not 
mean the practise associated with learning a piece by 
rote, note by note, because, as has been pointed out, 
this is not the method pursued in creating sight read- 
ing ability. The practise of attempting to read music 
at sight, and making this a regular part of one’s ef- 
forts at the keyboard 4s the kind that is meant. The 
two types should go hand in hand. 

3. Is good sight reading possible to all Gospel song 
pianists? 

It certainly is. 

Nobody finds it necessary in order to read a news- 
paper to buy a copy and ponder over it for a month, 
until the words come fluently. Why, then, should so 
many pianists have so much trouble in reading music 
supposedly well within their grade? There is really 
no excuse. It was once the fashion to think that 
very few people could do this; that it was a “gift” 
bestowed upon a few rarely endowed musicians, and 
that it was of no use for others to try to acquire it. 
It was agreed that some were born with an “ear” 
for music, and all others without it; that some had 
a “mind” for it, and the rest apparently had no mind. 

It is, of course, true that some are naturally more 
gifted that others, and they are greatly privileged. 
Some have a quick ear and some are not so alert. 
But it is within the bounds of possibility for all who 
care to do so to become fluent readers. There must 
first of all be a clear, definite knowledge of the ele- 
ments of musical theory, intervals, terms of expres- 
sion, key signatures, time signatures, and a carefully 
cultivated sense of rhythm that will carry one over 
difficult places, even. when the unprepared fingers 
have bungled over an unexpected or difficult combin- 
ation of tones. But apart from these, the great way 
to learn to read by sight is to read by sight any- 
thing, provided it is not too far beyond your grade. 

4. Three Causes of Inefficient Sight Reading. 


1. Lack of direct application in work and practise, 
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2. Lack of system. 
3. Lack of varied material. In the practise period 
no time is usually given to reading at sight. Make 
a point of devoting for a period of three months a 
minimum of ten minutes a day to sight reading. Sys- 
tematize your sight reading. Select pieces as well as 
Gospel ones with which you are entirely unfamiliar. 
Certain little tots in school become able to read 
the English language fluently because day in and 
day out the use of different appropriately graded 
“readers” makes all this possible. Most students seem 
to think that sight reading is a kind of gift, like 
absolute pitch or curly hair—something one does 
not have to work for, something the teacher may 
literally present to the pupil if he is a good teacher. 
Do not expect results in sight reading unless you 
cultivate it by giving sufficient time to do it. 


Music Questions Answered 
Can you suggest six songs in the same key for con- 
secutive use in a song service? 
NE of the most interesting features of a_song 
service is suggested by this question. Every 
well-known Gospel song and hymn has interesting 
and sacred memories associated with it; hence a song 
leader who can introduce a succession of such songs, 
swinging from one song into another without any 
break, can be certain of introducing a useful, popular, 
and helpful element. Taking the key of G, we find 
such a succession of songs as the following: “Take the 
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Name of Jesus with You”; “The. Sweet Bye and Bye”; 
“Nearer, My God, to Thee”; “O Happy Day”; “I am 
Trusting, Lord, in Thee”; “All Hail the Power of 
Jesus’ Name”; “Revive Us Again” ; “The Solid Rock.” 





A mother who has been a reader of The Sunday School 
Times for years raises a question regarding her two ciild- 
ren and their musical edycation. One child has a 
natural “ear” for music and a decided talent. The other 
child is not so gifted but is a plodder. The question 
is: Which child would you rather teach? 

ATURALLY there is a decided preference for 

the child with definite musical talent and in- 
stinct. The plodding child will doubtless learn to 
play well under the careful guidance of a good 
teacher, but the more gifted child will be more apt 
to become a real interpretative musician. In musical 
training the eye can be trained to read the notes and 
the hands can be trained to obey the demands of the 
mind, but there is a subtle something far beyond 
these attainments which no teacher can impart to the 
pupil. It is the instinctive ability to catch the spirit 
of the composition and interpret it in the rendition. 
The child gifted with a real musical talent will be 
more apt to interpret than the one who lacks talent. 

Los ANGELES, CAL, 

w 


The Sunday School Times’ books perpetuate the 
weekly message. Your bookseller will be glad to 
show them to you, or a catalogue will be sent on 
request. 














Books for Ministers’ Libraries 


New works of helpfulness to pastors in the field of Bible study, criticism, biography, 
psychology, missions, methods, advertising, and the like 














The Worker and His Church (By Eric M. North). 
—This is one of the nine small volumes of “The 
Worker and Work Series.” Though this book was 
written as a study book for Methodists, workers in 
other denominations can gain much intelligent in- 
formation from it. Certainly every Methodist church, 
Sunday-school, and other official would be helped im- 
mensely in his work by acquiring a mastery of the 
contents of this book. (The Methodist Book Concern, 
New York, 75 cts.) 


If Thou Shalt Confess (By the Rev. Jan Karel Van 
Baalen).—Fourteen chapters of guidance and coun- 
sel for young converts. While intended primarily for 
members of the Dutch Church, it contains much that 
will be suitable for all Christian communions. The 
suggestions for life and servicé, character and con- 
duct, are truly wise and spiritual, and pastors will find 
in the book valuable material for their work among 
the young men and women of their churches. Its 
topics cover most of the problems of young life to- 
day. (Reformed Press, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) 


Pastor and Evangelist (By Charles L. Goodell, 
D.D.).—So many books have been written on the sub- 
ject of evangelism that one is tempted to pass this 
one by as simply “another book.” And Dr. Goodell 
has written so many good things on the subject that 
one is surprised to find him gripping one’s thoughts 
from the very beginning with new emphasis on some 
very old truths. But the author writes out of a rich 
experience which makes his messages vigorous and 
penetrating. This new book makes one feel that 
an experienced father talks to us, very tenderly, 
about the deeper things of the minister’s life and 
work. Every chapter is good, but no minister should 
fail to read “Evangelism for the Times,” for he will 
find it a great tonic for his faith and courage to 
preach the “faith once for all delivered.” (Geo. H. 
Doran Co., New York, $1.35, net.) 


How to Make the Church Go (By William H. 
Leach).—So often we hear the clergy criticised as 
“unbusinesslike.” Here is a book written by the 
pastor of a large congregation, who by the actual 
experience herein described shows how a minister 
may become a real executive, in a small church as 
well as in a large one, if he will plan things “de- 
cently and in order.” Mr. Leach in these eleven chap- 
ters, set forth in 126 pages, gives the secrets of put- 
ting the entire church at work. He forcefully shows 
how, like Nehemiah, every man may be enlisted to 
build definitely opposite his own house, He con- 
siders very suggestively the forces which move men 
to action, the arrangement of the church office, the 
organization of the official board and the church com- 
mittees. “A News Space Clinic” tells how to use 
the public press, and gives other ways of community 
publicity. “The Working Program for the Church” 
and “The Financial Campaign” are chapters which 
alone are worth the price of the book. (Geo. H. 
Doran Co., New York, $1.50, net.) 


How to Advertise a Church (By Ernest Eugene 
Elliott).—Mr. Elliott in his more than forty-one years 


of active Christian service has been a close student 
of church work. He has filled every local church 
office from janitor to minister. After writing sev- 
eral helpful books and feeling that the church was 
not being properly set before the public, he brought 
out, six years ago, a very suggestive handbook on 
“How to Fill the Pews.” Yet he felt something in 
the way of an elementary .treatment of church ad- 
vertising was still needed, The result is this most 
practical volume. He has steered clear of “canned 
ads,” and has made his challenge to the “copy writer’s” 
initiative to get hold of the “what,” “why,” “when,” 
and “how” the church may be best adveriised. The 
titles of the thirteen chapters are suggestively edify- 
ing: “Church Advertising Copy is Most Important,” 
“Advertisers Must Study the Church,” “The Church 
Point of View,” “Conditions Governing Church Ad- 
vertising,” “Seven Important Points on Advertising,” 
“Advertising the Preacher,” “The Choir,” “The Sun- 
day-school,” “Filling the Family Pew,” “Outdoor 
Publicity,” “Weekly Church Calendar,” “Newspaper 
Stories,” “It Pays to Advertise.” (Geo. H. Doran Co., 
New York, $1.50, net.) 


A Pastor’s Experience with the Higher Criticism. 
The author of this book tells the fascinating story 
of his years of acceptance of the “New Theology,” 
and of the spiritual deadness that accompanied his 
preaching as a result. Since early youth he had 
been almost unconsciously influeriesd by the critical 
method: he “subtly assumed an intellectual superior- 
ity over everything spiritual.” Through a few years 
of preaching before entering seminary, then while 
being “equipped” to preach in a leading Eastern sem- 
inary, his story illustrates how the growing accept- 
ance of the results of the “Higher Criticism” kept 
him from the glories of a deep Christian experience. 
After a number of years the Spirit of God brought 
him to a clear knowledge of the truth as it is in 
Christ, and he was enabled to see the results and the 
danger of his former course. His case is so typical 
of many, with the exception of his change of heart, 
that it ought to be read by all young ministers or 
Christian workers wko are in honest doubt as to 
what to believe. (The Sunday School Times Co., 
Philadelphia, 25 cts.) 


The Religion of Religious Psychology (By Charles 
Calvert Ellis, Ph.D.).—This book gives us the pre- 
cise attitude of the leading psychologists of the day 
toward religion, and especially the Christian religion. 
It will be found that a good many of them are unsafe 
guides, not only in religion, but also in psychology. 
Caught in the toils of materialism of the times, they 
make brain states and body states almost, if not 
quite, everything. This makes them determinists. in 
regard to the will. Dr. Ellis points out these de- 
fects in quite a number of present-day writers on 
religious psychology. He also indicates the attitude 
of James, Ames, Coe, Starbuck, Leuba, and a few 
others on the following doctrines: the nature of re- 
ligion, the origin of religion, God, Christ, the Bible, 
the atonement, conversion, the new birth, the super- 
natural. Some of the authors cited are decidedly 
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opposed to the Christian view of these doctrines, while 
others take an indeterminate position, It is inform- 
ing to have a competent scholar tell us just where 
these psychologists stand. Dr. Ellis divides the writers 
on religious psychology into three classes: those an- 
tagonistic to evangelical teaching, those favorable to 
the fundamentals (there are a number of them, we 
are glad to say), and those occupying a neutral or 
ambiguous position —teetering on the fence, as it 
were. Dr. James H. Snowden’s “The repens of 
Religion” and Rouse and Miller’s “Christian Expe- 
rience and Psychological Processes” might be in- 
cluded in the evangelical list. (The Sunday. School 
Times Co., Philadelphia, 25 cts.) 


Types of Preachers in the New Testament (By 
A. T. Robertson, D.D.)—One is reminded of Dr, 
Conwell’s famous lecture on “Acres of Diamonds” 
as Dr. Robertson leads his readers over very famil- 
iar ground in this new book, and calls attention to 
unforeseen and surprising beauties in some of the 
more obscure characters of the Book. He has made 
these characters which are usually overlooked speak 
forth a most interesting and helpful message. And 
one is surprised that they were not seen before, and 
is ‘impressed by the fact that the author is basing all 
his conclusions upon the plain statements of the 
Book. It is a delight to find the profound scholar- 
ship of this author dedicated to the discovery of 
new treasures in the Word of. God rather than to its 
destruction, and the Word speaks a wonderfully 
fresh message in these studies. Moreover, a highly 
trained mind is not mg: any’ | to fully appreciate this 
splendid work because the thoughts are expressed in 
the simple language of the common people. Students 
of the Bible a wish to go a little deeper in the study 
of its biography will find it most helpful, and all 
preachers and teachers will find these studies most sug- 
gestive. Apollos, the first character treated, strikes the 
keynote of the book. The author observes that “a 
man who could divide honors with Paul in Corinth 
is worthy of study.” But who has given this char- 
acter adequate study? How he captivates and grips 
as one ponders the recorded facts about him and his 
work, It is to be hoped that Dr. Robertson will 

ive us more of his work along this line. (Geo. H. 

oran Co,, New York, $1.60, net.) 


An Introduction to Missionary Service (By G. A. 
Gollock and E. G. K. Hewat, M.A.).—Miss Gollock’s 
years of close relation to the missionary enterprise 
in her several responsible positions at the home base 
have given her unusual opportunity for broad ob- 
servation and accurate estimate. She sets mis- 
sions before the new recruit on a high plane, discuss- 
ing its many-sided activities in the light of its ulti- 
mate true aims and objectives. It may be felt by 
some that her treatment at certain points has a slight 
flavor of idealism and lacks something of the prac- 
tical touch which a missionary on the field would 
have given it, yet in the main she reveals a clear and 
comprehensive grasp of the vital problems of the 
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mission fields to-day. A chapter is devoted to “The 
Missionary’s Education for Life” in view of the con- 
ditions and tasks to be faced. Eleven appendices by 
different authors are added, of which six deal briefly 
with the various religions and present a list of books 
for further study. The views of these missionary 
scholars and the Gestin they recommend cover a wide 
range, so that the reviewer would not wish his en- 
dorsement of the present book to be regarded as 
necessarily including all of this other literature. For 
example, the writer on Buddhism reminds the mis- 
sionary that “he is dealing with remarkable peoples 
for whom their religion has done much of the great 
service which Christianity has done for him and his 
people,” and further, that “he will find proofs that 
this venerable religion is still alive and is reforming 
itself to meet the needs of the modern world.” Opin- 
ions on such points differ decidedly. Other of the 
appendices give excellent counsel upon the preserva- 
tion of the missionary’s health, the study of the lan- 
guages and mission account-keeping. The book is 
commended to prospective and younger missionaries. 
ar University Press, London and New York, 
1.20.) 


The Church, the School, and Evolution (By J. E. 
Conant, D.D.).—Many excellent books and booklets 
on the evangelical side of the Christian faith are com- 
ing from the press to-day. Thus those who cannot 
afford to buy the more expensive volumes can still, 
by securing the tracts and booklets, keep pace with 
the present powerful and, we believe, effective de- 
fense of the Christian system of saving truth. Among 
the best of these recent smaller books is Dr. Conant’s 
by the title above given. It is most gratifying and 
satisfying to the Christian soul; it meets the intel- 
lectual and emotional needs of the thinking Chris- 
tian. The author first discusses evolution from a 
scientific viewpoint, and points out by many tokens 
that the theory lacks validation. His citation of 
many prominent scientists who have been opposed to 
the theory is valuable, for there are always some 
persons who think more of the authority of a great 
name than of the logic of truth. . The fatal admis- 
sions of many advocates of evolution are set forth 
with telling effect. Another section of the book in- 
dicates with elaborate proofs how destructive of fun- 
damental Christian doctrines the theory of evolution 
is —an instructive section indeed. The sécond part 
of the book is no less important, as it points out 
the way out of the controversy that has arisen so 
often between the church and the school. The solu- 
tion in the last analysis is found in giving to spiritual 
truth the primacy and surrendering the heart and in- 
tellect to the grace of God. Then all else will fall 
in its proper place. We do not need to adjust Chris- 
tianity to “modern” thinking; we need much rather 
to adjust the proud and sinful human heart and in- 
tellect to the converting power of Christian truth by 
the Holy Spirit. (The Bible Institute Colportage 
a 826 North La Salle Street, Chicago, 35 
cts. 
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tion as carried on‘in the church school, we or- 
ganized in the East Liberty Presbyterian Church, 
Pittsburgh, in the fall of 1921, what we called “The 
Church Institute.’ Two semesters a year are held; 
twelve weeks in the fall, and ten weeks in the winter, 

The program begins with a Fellowship Supper at 
6 P. M. served cafeteria plan, to which many come 
directly from business, While still at the tables, we 
have what we call a “Social Sing,” using favorite 
Gospel songs, and also practising some of the less fa- 
miliar hymns in our new hymnal. From seven to 
eight, study classes are held, keeping three general 
lines in view: Bible exposition, mission study, and 
practical training. At eight o’clock, a half hour de- 
votional meeting is held, followed by a special lecture, 

The fall semester of 1922 was our most success- 
ful. Two neighboring churches co-operated with us 
in the classes, and 19 churches were represented in 
the enrolment of 381. The Bible class was taught by 

J. Pace, known to The Sunday School Times 
readers as the lesson cartoonist, who expounded the 
first eight chapters of Romans. The mission study 
was led by Dr. David Lang, pastor of one of the co- 
operating churches. A class in child psychology was 
taught by Dr, Otis G. Dale, Director of Religious 
Education in our church, and two diploma courses in 
teacher-training were led by Miss Laura Saint and 
Mrs. J. M. Pardee. 

Following the devotional meeting, the pastor, Dr. 
Stuart Nye Hutchison, gave a series of Bible biog- 
raphies on “The Lesser Lights of the New Testa- 
ment.” The attendance was well maintained; and 
the Institute was said to be one of the most profitable 


A’ AN auxiliary to the work of Christian educa- 


projects ever undertaken in this church—Dr. Otis 
G. Dale, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


€ 
How About Your Social Committee? 


Te social life of the class may not be one of 
its most important interests, but it is a side of 
the class life that appeals to every member, old and 
new, Christian and non-Christian. A well organized 
social life makes the Christians in a class better 
Christians, it helps the non-Christians to wish to be- 
come Christians. It binds every member closer to- 
gether in bonds of mutual love and friendship. 

The well organized Social Committee seeks to 
make every stranger feel at home in the class. It 
eliminates the stranger, for it makes every. member 
feel at home at once. It provides for the entertain- 
ment of the class and its guests at the weekly or 
monthly social. It makes use of all the best talent of 
the class at such times and is always on the lookout 
for talent where talent is least expected. It helps 
to train what talent it has to do better and better 
things. The Social Committee seeks to make use of 
everybody as often as possible in that capacity for 
which each individual is best fitted. 

A plan book is kept by each member into which is 
pasted clippings of games, stunts, and other entertain- 
ment features, classified as to season, so that there 
is always a fund of material from which to draw 
when any occasion comes up where it may be needed. 

Advantage is taken of all special days for planning 
social stunts, tor decorating the class-room, so that 
it becomes more interesting and attractive, for send- 
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ing greetings to those who have grown slightly or 
more seriously away from the class socially and other- 
wise, 

The Social Committee may arrange for the class 
to attend in a body a class session of some other class 
in the same town or at an easy drive from their own 
town once or twice a year, to gain inspiration and new 


ideas. 

The Social Committee should be made up of those 
who are easy mixers, genial conversationists and tact- 
ful. When any entertainment or social stunt is to 
be pulled off each member of the committee should 
have such duties assigned him as lie especially in 
his line. They should be privileged to ask as many 
others to help them as they may require to do their 
work well. Every least detail should be planned well 
in advance, so that all social affairs may off with 
gratifying success. A social affair that falls flat does 
not argue well for future plans of like nature. Aim 
to make everything the committee undertakes the 
best thing of its kind you have ever held, and 
you will find the social life of the class growing in its 
scope for class betterment.—Jennie E. Stewart, 
Boulder, Col. 
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Thorns in the Flesh 


ANY a teacher has been driven almost to mad- 

ness by some trying pupil, and about the only 
consolation ever received from the person to whom 
the trials are confided is that most Christian workers 
have some thorn in the flesh that must be endured. 
It would seem that any unpaid worker who gives his 
or her best to the lesson Sunday after Sunday, helps 
to plan and carry out good times for the class, puts 
aSide personal ease and pleasure to assist with the 
outside undertaking of the -organization, and strives 
to live as a Christian should to build up a strong, ef- 
fective class for the glory of God, and the advance- 
ment of the local school should at least be free from 
petty annoyances, but the average class has one or 
more members that cause the shoulders of the teacher 
to droop and the spirits to sink on more than one 
occasion. 

Among the Juniors it may be the “smarty” boy or 
girl who is always starting something, and that some- 
thing usually a disturbance. Often a boy or girl 
causes the teacher to suffer from start to finish by 
disturbing all the rest, by refusing to pay attention 
persistently, by interrupting with frivolous or silly 
questions, by complaining in the class and out of it 
about fancied wrongs, by mean, annoying little per-.- 
sonal habits or in a dozen or more other ways known 
to growing boys and girls. One boy who simply 
drove all his teachers mad would sit grumbling and 
mumbling under his breath until the children could 
not hear, and the teacher could not get their atten- 
tion. Asked what he was saying he would declare he 
was doing nothing. The teacher implored the mother 
to use her influence to break up the habit, but the 
mother only grew angry and complained to the pas- 
tor that the teachers were driving her boy from re- 
ligious influences, and so went on year in and year 
out. Nobody wanted the boy to remain away from, 
Sunday-school, yet when he was there everything 
was in confusion, 

In the adult classes the troubles are far worse. 
There is the individual who thinks it is his mission 
to set everybody right. Every point in the lesson 
brings up an argument, and the class must needs lis- 
ten to his views on the subject. Then there is the 
individual who wants his particular hobby touched on 
Sunday after Sunday, and who “labors” with the 
teacher privately to have this brought about. The 
woman, it~is usually a woman, who feels that all 
social meetings-are wrong causes the woman teacher 
many tears and the man teacher to wish he had never 
heard of class meetings. Then there is the brother, 
usually a brother, who terms himself a “live wire” 
and wants everything done in a new and different way 
each time the class meets. He spends valuable time 
in telling how they do things over in Podunk, and 
how we could put our town on the map if we fol- 
lowed their methods. And of course there is always 
somebody who gets his or her feelings hurt about 
one Sunday in three and must be coaxed back by the 
longsuffering teacher. If you get by all these per- 
sons there is still the being who feels sure the class 
is not spiritual enough, and who comes only to find 
fault with what is done. 

About the only help in any of these cases is to 
make the trouble-maker an officer in the school where 
no real harm can be done. Of course it multiplies 
the offices, but when a restless boy is chasing about 
distributing the papers and thinking he is helping the 
librarian the class has peace, and the trouble making 
adult who is set to making out cards to send to the 
absent ones, or counting the money to assist the sec- 
retary can do little harm. Aside from this there is 
nothing to do but pray for grace to bear the trial and 
try-to win the disturber of the peace over to a more 
considerate way by showing a real Christian spirit 
and sidetracking the public discussion of the diffi- 
culty to a private hearing where the success of the 
class will not be endangered.—Mrs. W. C. Kohler, 
Kenton, Ohio. 

































































































Lesson for April 15 
Genesis 30 : 22-24; 37:2 to 50:26 
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LESSON 3. APRIL 15. JOSEPH, THE PRESERVER OF HIS PEOPLE 


Golden Text.—Honor thy 


Genesis 30 : 22-24; 37:2 to 50: 26 


Jehovah thy God giveth thee.— Exodus 20: I! 


father and thy mother, that thy days may be long in the land which 




















The Lesson Pilot 
Getting Started in Class 


EN the tomb of Tutankhamon, Pharaoh of 
W tex: was opened early this year, it presented 
a bewildering and dazzling display. Everything 
was just as it had been left three thousand years 
ago, when the last mourner had departed and the 
tomb was-sealed. There were necklaces such as the 
one which another Pharaoh had placed about the neck 
of Joseph, in making him Prime Minister of the 
realm of Egypt. The royal chariot was there, stand- 
ing ready to be hitched to the horses, — just such a 
chariot as that in which Joseph rode, second only to 
the king himself. The whole setting of these ancient 
days seemed visible again in its dusty splendor, — 
making the history of Joseph seem very real, as if it 
had occurred but yesterday, It was a noble history, 
— still an inspiring pattern for the life of to-day (Dr. 
Smellie, 1). 


Our Background Material 


There will be time only for a brief mention of the 
geographical setting, Egypt, watered by the Nile, 
in the south, and Canaan (modern Palestine) to the 
northeast. It was in Canaan that Jacob and_ the 
brethren of Joseph lived, and where Joseph had been 
raised. The civilization of Egypt was then the might- 
iest On the earth. A short summary of the whole 
story of Joseph is given by Mrs. Bryner, and by Dr. 
Thomas (I, 1, 2, 3; see also the Little Jetts). 

The article by Mr. Gordon, on page 199, concern- 
ing Professor Naville’s defense of the unity of the 
Book of Genesis, furnishes further background for 
the history of patriarchal times. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to }es- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly ‘ocating the references. 

The most important thing in this lesson is not the 
dramatic and fascinating history of Joseph. It is 
not the account of his dreams, his capture by his 
jealous brothers, or his being sold into slavery. It 
is not the unexpected chain of events that made 
him Prime Minister of one of the greatest empires of 
antiquity. His accomplishments were not the result 
of chance, — there was an inner secret of the visible 
success and favor of God. That secret was that he 
lived “by faith” (Dr. Thomas, IV, 5). 

The faith that was the keynote of Joseph’s life was 
not merely a passive sort of acquiescence to hard 
happenings as being the will of God. Had he simply 
had this sort of faith it is probable that he would 
never have been heard of again after he had been 
sold into slavery. His faith was not only enduring 
faith, it was active faith, He dared to risk himself, 
his life, the future of the empire of Egypt, on his 
faith in the faithfulness of God. And even when he 
died he looked in faith toward the settling of the 
seed of Abraham in the promised land (Gen. 50: 24). 
The fact of faith as the central guiding principle of 
Joseph’s whole life is pointed out by Dr. Ellis (1). 

Of course the character of Joseph shines with many 
other virtues. Perhaps the lesson shows foremost 
of all of these, his great love and mercy for those 
who had wronged him. Memories of his boyhood 
home had not been forgotten (Dr. Smellie, 2). He 
did not thirst for vengeance, something which in that 
day would have been considered fitting and proper. 
It must always be-kept in mind that for the days in 
which he lived Joseph did an almost unheard-of 
thing in forgiving his brothers—they who had 
wronged him to their greatest ability. Death was 
an accepted penalty for lesser crimes than they had 
committed. The-quality of Joseph’s mercy shines 
more brightly because of the fierce spirit of retali- 
ation that characterized the age in which he lived 
(Dr. Smellie, 3; Mr. Ridgway, 1). 

Anothet of the characteristics of Joseph’s .whole 
life lies in his cleanness. He would not stoop to 
that which was low or mean. He did not become 
“soured on the world” and try to “get back at it” in 
its own corrupt way. He kept his heart pure in the 
temptation in Potiphar’s house. There was no com- 
promise with sin in his life. He resolutely stood 
four-square at the expense of being lodged in a dun- 
geon,— and even as he went he would not stoop to 
dishonor the wife of Potiphar (Dr. Thomas, I, 2). 

Filial loyalty and respect is something which in 
these days seems to have fallen sadly into disuse. As 
some one has said: “There is stillas much authority as 
ever in the family, only, it is exercised by the chil- 
dren!” Joseph was not that kind. He loved, respected, 
and remembered his aging father. He sent for him 





Devotional Reading: Psalm 20: 1-9. 
Material  geony 24: pa Psalm 105; 16-22; John 4: 5; 
Acts 7: 9-14; Heb. 11: 2, 22. 
i Topic: Joseph Forgiving His Brothers. 
son Material: Gen. 37; 3-28; 45: 1-15. 
Memory Verse: Forgive us our debts, as we also have for- 
iven our debtors.— Matt. 6: 12. 
Junior Topic: Joseph, the Forgiving B 
Lesson Material: Gen. 37; 45: 1-15. 
Memory Verse : een 6: 12. an 
Senior Topic: Joseph as Son and Brother. 
P. Adults: The Inspiring Example of 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Genesis 45 : 3-15 


3 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth 
my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer 
him; for they were troubled at his presence. 4 And Joseph 
said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. 
And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your 
brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. 5 And now be not 
grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: 
for God did send me before you to preserve life. 6 For 
these two years hath the famine been in the land: and there 
are yet five years, in which there shall be neither plowing 
nor harvest. 7 And God sent me before you to preserve 
you a remnant in the earth, and to save you alive 1 by a 
great deliverance. 8 So now it was not you that sent me 
hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, 
and lord of all his house, and ruler over all the land of 
Egypt. 9 Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto 
him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord 
of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not; 10 and thou 
shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near 
unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children’s chil- 
dren, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast: 
ll and there will I nourish thee; for there are yet five 
years of famine; lest thou come to poverty, thou, and thy 
household, and all that thou hast. 12 And, behold, your 
eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is 
my mouth that speaketh unto you. 13 And ye shall tell my 
father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have 
seen: and ye shall haste and bring down my father hither. 
14 And he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck, and wept; 
and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 And he kissed all 
his brethren, and wept upon them: and after that his 
brethren talked with him. 


1Or, to be a great company that escape 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 


same: like Phorm we are in ourselves weak and 
powerless. But like Joseph (Gen 41:16) do we real- 
ize it? And all of the traits that we so much desire 
to exemplify in order to draw men to Christ are 
natural products of real faith in the indwelling Christ. 
But they are not products of anything else (Plat- 
form; Dr, Thomas, III, 4; IV, 5; Dr. Smellie, 4). 


Teaching Points 

The whole glory of Joseph’s life must go to God, 
for had his splendid faith been set upon some false 
idol or cult it would not have availed him (Dr. 
Smellie, 5). C 

While Joseph’s faith was doubtless purified by his 
hard experiences, yet had not his faith been woven 
into him as a boy, it would have broken down later. 
The time to begin faith in God is now (Dr. Thomas, 

After all his trials, Joseph still loved his brothers, 
because God took away the sting and the desire for 
retaliation (Gen, 41:51; Platform), 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


Would Joseph have been justified in refusing his 
brothers’ request for food? 


Could Joseph’s many noble characteristics have 
been present if he had not had faith in God? (Dr. 
Thomas, III, 4.) 


Would Joseph find living a life of faith impractic- 
able to-day? (Dr. Smellie, 1.) 


How is Joseph a type of Christ? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice- President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF CONCENTRATION. — Organ- 
ize the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible. 














from the country, brought him to Pharaoh’s court and 
provided for his declining years. What a contrast 
to many who think that they must leave their parents 
behind, in order to “climb high,” being ashamed of 
their” “old folks” (Mr. Smith, 3). If there were 
more parent-lovers there would be more Josephs (Mr. 
Ridgway, 3; Round-Table, 3, 4, 5). 

But all of these characteristics of Joseph were re- 
sults of his overmastering faith in God. His love and 
his mercy to his brothers were not devoid of the ele- 
ment of justice, for later he clearly explained to them 
his underlying view of the past : “Ye thought evil against 
me, but God meant it unto good” (Gen. 50:20). It 
was his deep faith in the providence of God that made 
him a man who could forgive. Likewise his purity 
came from his faith. He knew he could not serve two 
masters, so he clave to God. His love to his father, 
and the tender respect with which he provided for him 
was again the result of his deep-seated trust and faith 
that “all things work together for good to them that 
love God” (Dr. Smellie, 4; Round-Table, 1, 2; Dr. 
Thomas, I, 3; IV, 5; Miss Homer-Dixon; Mr. 
Ridgway, 2). 

The secret of Joseph’s life is phrased a little dif- 
ferently by Mr. Smith (1), in a way which is at- 
tractive to boys and young people generally. He 
emphasizes the loyalty of Joseph—loyalty to God 
(2). Loyalty is perfect faith. As in faith there is 
no doubt if one is loyal. There is no room for doubt 
because one knows whom he has believed and is per- 
suaded that He is able. 

The Introduction to Family Worship for next 
week states an appalling fact: that “27,000,000 boys 
and girls are growing up in the United States entirely 
without religious instruction.” We need the faith 
of Joseph in these days,—and his love for parents, 
that the Christian family may be preserved. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


“The just shall live by faith.” As the secret of 
the life of Joseph was in his faith, so must the ef- 
fectiveness of our lives depend upon faith. We have 
the same God as did Joseph. He has revealed him- 
self even more fully to us since Joseph’s time in the 
person of his Son, our Lord. But he is the same 
God. The quality of our faith is the same as ‘was 
Joseph’s: an implicit trust in God, in his mercy and in 
his will, and a conviction it brings that will enable 
us to venture our all upon it. And our needs are the 


eUtAN life is usually such a complex thing that 
the effort to interpret it in terms of any one 
guiding principle would seem in many instances fore- 
doomed to failure. This is the more true because 
the different periods of life are often dominated by 
different ideals. So that. it would seem that ordinar- 
ily the principle of concentration is not a likely prin- 
ciple to utilize in the study of biography. And ‘yet, 
oftener than we would suppose, we are likely to find 
that the life that has come to distinction has done so 
just because of its consistent and persistent devotion 
to some one purpose or ideal, or because of its out- 
standing and ‘continuous manifestation of some one 
characteristic. 

Usually we look to the Golden Text to give us 
some helpful suggestions when this principle is to be 
utilized. What does the class think of the suggestion 
found there? Certainly it is to be recognized that 
Joseph was mindful of “the first commandment with 
promise” not only when he was a boy in the home, 
but long after, when he had become arbiter of the 
destinies of multitudes who looked to him as to’ God 
for daily bread. The youth of our day need this 
lesson. But the relations of Joseph reached in the 
providence of God far beyond his parents. Can we 
suggest some characteristic that focused his whole 
life activity and penetrated all he did? How would 
faithfulness meet the test? The fidelity of Joseph to 
every trust placed in him, from the humblest to the 
greatest, is surely one of the reasons that his story 
has gripped the heart of the world. Try out the 
various incidents of his career on this totichstone, 
and do not overlook the fact that in the supreme test 
of his character it was his faithfulness to his God 
that saved him. (1)- 


HuntTINGpOoN, Pa. 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


HREE times in to-day’s lesson passage Joseph 

emphasizes the fact that “God sent me” (verses 
5, 7, 8). He was conscious of the backing of the 
Almighty asithe only One really in control. 

“God sent me,” says the missionary when he finds 
himself in captivity, at the mercy of bandits, and 
forthwith seeks to convert them, by “a great deliv- 
erance.” In that assurance of God’s presence is all 
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we need as we go forth to save our brothers from a 
spiritual famine worse than all the famines of Egypt, 
India, Russia, China! 

Three times also in our lesson passage we have the 
suggestion of haste. “Haste ye... tarry not... 
haste.” Here an altogether different type is set be- 
fore us. It is the haste of love to bring the needy 
into the place of full supply, of wealth, and of love. 
Oh, do not delay in bringing the lost to Christ! Every 
moment souls are dying without any knowledge of 
Christ, in whom alone is salvation; every moment's 
delay means a hell more full and a heaven more 
empty in eternity. 

N1acara Fats, CAN. 


The Quality of Mercy 


By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


' A istows man who walks our common earth in 


fellowship with God is better than any namber 
of abstractions and rules, Ideals, Mr. Lecky 
says, acquire their full force only when they are 


embodied in the splendor and beauty of an actual © 


career which fascinates the imagination. Joseph's 
career was of this kind. The Hebrew character and 
the Hebrew religion had their finest blossom in him. 
And, outside the boundaries of his own age and na- 
tion, he remains the pattern of all that is true and 
honorable, pure, and lovely. (1) 

To-day we see him at one of the great moments 
of his life. 


Here is the uprising and outgoing of the heart. 

His brothers, grouped in front of him in Pharaoh's 
audience-hall, had known him hitherto as a judge, 
somewhat arbitrary and severe, whose words and 
movements they could not predict beforehand, and 
of whom they stood profoundly in awe. But now 
the barriers were down; the floodgates were thrown 
open, Judah had spoken in the accents of filial, fra- 
ternal, vicarious, sacrificial tenderness; and Joseph 
could refrain himself no longer. The trappings fell 
off. He ceased to be a prince in Egypt. Weeping 
aloud, he revealed to the wondering men who he was, 
I am Joseph, your brother, he said. 

How good it is when, through all the changes 
and chances of revolving years, the heart beats loyal 
to the old loves, and quivers back to the scenes of 
childhood and youth! That nature is sound at the 
core which cherishes those far-away memories; and 
sings the song, “Home was home then, and happy for 
the child”; and discounts the rank and the riches of 
the later time, to thank God for a father’s example 
and a mother’s prayers. (2) 


But here, too, is the sting of conscience. 

At first, Joseph’s words stirred nothing except dis- 
may in his listeners. They brought their sin to vivid 
remembrance. Reuben, Simeon, Judah, and the rest 
saw themselves again in the pastures of Dothan 
plotting against their young brother, flinging him into 
the loathsome pit, and pulling him out of its mire 
and midnight only to sell him as a slave. They were 
grieved and angry with themselves. (3) ; 

How sharp is that which the old English writer 
calls “the Ayen-bite of Inwyt”—the tooth of an 
awakened and accusing conscience! Its indictment is 
remorseless, Its pain is unutterable. Yet better that 
we should experience it now, when there are healing 
for its misery and release from its condemnation, 
than that it should appall us in that day of dread, 
when we shall look on our New Testament Joseph 
whom we have pierced, and mourn for him, but find 
no place of repentance though we seek it earnestly 
with tears, 


Here, on the other hand, is the practise of the 
presence of God. : 

It was far from Joseph’s wish that his brothers 
should be swallowed up of too much sorrow. He 
knew that they were thoroughly ashamed of their 
former misdoing and cruelty; and he hastened to 
comfort them. He expounded his philosophy of prov- 
idence, the creed which had been the mainstay of his 
life. They had done him wrong; yes, but God had 
overruled the wrong, and in surprising ways of His 
own had compelled the very wrath of man to praise 
Him. Again and again he reiterated the assurance: 
God did send me before you to preserve life; God 
sent me to preserve you alive by a great deliverance; 
so now it was not you that sent me hither but God. 
Always the heavenly Charioteer had held the reins. 
Always the divine Steersman had piloted the vessel. 

To cherish this faith alters the aspect of everything. 
It rids us of the notion that caprice, or chance, or 
malignant fate is the governing force in our affairs. 
It frees us from the tyranny of second causes. What 
theugh Simeon and Levi had been bitterly unjust, and 
Potiphar’s wife has told a horrid lie, and the butler 
has proved unmindful of his pledge and promise? 
These are not the captains of our soul and the mas- 
ters of our destiny; God is the Master and Captain, 
God who can employ the unfriendliest agencies to 
promote our well-being, and whose thoughts toward 
us are thoughts of peace and not of evil. “Ifl that 
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He blesses is our good,” and to practise His presence 
is rest and power and joy. (4) 


And here, last of all, is the eloquence of tears. 

Joseph’s protestations failed to accomplish what he 
designed them to effect; there are cases where the 
kindliest speech is quite inadequate. His brothers 
were victims still of a stupor of amazement and re- 
gret. But tears did what words were unable to do. 
He fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, 
and Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed 
all his brethren and wept upon them. They could 
not doubt any more the reality of the reconciliation, 
the wholeheartedness of the pardon and love. After 
that, his brethren spake unto him. 

And how shall we question our Lord’s unreserved 
forgiveness of us? It has cost him tears — strong 
cryings and tears. More than that, it has cost him 
blood and death, even the death of the Cross. The 
debt of his brothers to Joseph was incalculable, but 
far more incalculable is our debt to Jesus Christ. (5) 

CarRLuKE, SCOTLAND. 









The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





i. The Lesson’s Main Message 
HE fulness of the narrative about Joseph is 
quite striking, far more being told us concerning 
him than of any of the preceding patriarchs. 
While there are several aspects of importance in re- 
gard to his life, it is essential to concentrate on his 
personal character, which is one of the finest recorded 
.in Scripture. ; 


The Training (chaps. 30-37). He was the elder 
son of Rachel (33: 24), though of his early life noth- 
ing is known. e was probably about five or six 
wah his father left Mesopotamia, and he appears first 
(chap. 37) at the age of seventeen. The father’s par- 
tiality for Joseph was one of the factors in arousing 
the jealousy of the elder brothers, and the hatred 
was intensified by Joseph’s dreams. When in re- 
sponse to his father’s command Joseph journeys about 
sixty miles to inquire after the brethren, the oppor- 
tunity is afforded them of giving expression to their 
animosity. The story is full of callousness and cruel- 
ty, and it was only, as it were, by accident that he was 
not killed but sold into Egypt. (1) 


The Suffering (chaps. 37-40). The arrival in Egypt 
led to his being sold as a slave, and the youth sud- 
denly exchanged the place of a favorite son for that 
of a slave of foreign merchants. But here, again, 
his character is revealed amid the changes of his cir- 
cumstances. 

(1) In prosperity (39:1-6). From the pit into 
which he was cast by his brothers he passes into the 
pit of slavery, but as he filled his position to the utmost 
of his powers his master clearly observed that God 
was with him and prospering him. 

(2) In peril (39:7-12). But now another dif- 
ficulty arose in the form of fierce tempta- 
tion, though, as God was always first in Jo- 
seph’s life, he faced the temptation and won the vic- 
tory. There is scarcely ahything finer in Scripture 
than this picture of youth severely tested and rising 
above the danger, 


(3) In prison (39:13-23). Notwithstanding the 
false accusation, Joseph’s silence is remarkable. But 
it was a severe testing as he watched and waited for 
the fulfilment of the promise of the chief butler of 
Pharaoh. This must have been the deepest experi- 
ence, waiting two years for the fulfilment of God’s 
purposes. Yet it seems certain that this time of quiet 
endurance of prison went far to make Joseph the fine 
man he afterwards became. (2) 


Triumph (chaps. 41-50). Here the narrative is so 
full that it is only possible to touch upon the out- 
standing points. (1) His removal from prison and 
appointment as prime minister afford~fine opportun- 
ities of studying his character in exaltation and tri- 
umph after all he had endured (chap. 41). (2) Then 
comes the deeply interesting story of his meeting with 
his brethren and the reconciliation that was effected 
after he had tested and disciplined them (chaps. 42-45). 
(3) The record of the meeting of Joseph with his 
father and the life of the father in the new home in 
Egypt fitly follows and is again full of striking illus- 
trations of Joseph’s character (chaps. 46-49). (4) 
The close of his life at last came, and it is surprising 
*to find the old trouble between Joseph and his breth- 
ren springing up. But Joseph told them not to 
fear, and reminded them of the overruling providence 
of God in all that had taken place. Then in magnifi- 
cent faith he looks forward to the future which God 
had promised to their family, and like his father 
before him, he took an oath of his brethren that they 
should take his body up to Canaan and not leave it 
in Egypt. And so this noble man was called hence 
after a life of wonderful influence and a constant 
benediction to all. (3) 

Devotional Reading : 


Psalm 20:1-9. (1) The 
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prayer, verses 1-4; (2) the protection, verses 5, 6; 
(3) the profession, verses 7-9. 


Books.—On Genesis in general, the volume in the 
Pulpit Commentary (Funk and Wagnalls, New York, 
51 vols., $2.50 a vol.; sold only in sets); and in the 
American Commentary by Goodspeed and Welton 
(American Baptist Publication Society, $2). Other 
works are: “Notes on Genesis,” by C. H. M. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., New York, $1.25); “Studies in 
Genesis,” by Pratt (American Tract Society, New 
York, 78 cts.) ; and Devotional Commentary, Vol. 3, 
by Griffith Thomas (Presbyterian Board of Pub- 
lication, Chicago, $1.25, net). On life of 
Joseph, the following are valuable: “Lectures on Jo- 
seph,” by Lawson, an old book published in England 
forty years ago (Oliphant and Co., London); “Life 
of Joseph,” by Kirk (Elliot, Edinburgh); “Joseph 
the Prime Minister,” by W. M. Taylor (Harper and 
Bro., New York, $1.50); “Joseph: Beloved, Hated, 
Exalted,” by F. B, Meyer (Revell, $1, net), 


ll. Reference Material 

Joshua 24:32; Psalm 105:16-22; John 4:5; Acts 7: 
9-14; Hebrews 11:21, 22. 

1. Joshua 24:32, The fulfilment of Joseph’s hopes 
concerning his body. 

2. Psalm 105: 16-22. Joseph’s life celebrated: (1) 
preparation; (2) suffering; (3) training; (4) honor; 
(5) blessing. 

3. John 4:5. 
33:19; 48:22). 

4. Acts 7:9-14. Stephen’s account of Joseph. 

5 5. Hebrews 11: 21, 22. The foundation of Joseph’s 
ife, 
Ill. The Graded Topics 


1, Intermediate and Senior: Joseph as Son and 
Brother. (1) As Son. Although we do not know 
anything of him until he was seventeen, it is more 
than likely that he inherited from his father and 
mother the characteristics of wisdom, affection, faith, 
and hope. It is tempting to think of his being told 
of Moriah by his grandfather, Isaac, who was alive 
after the return from Mesopotamia. Joseph’s devo- 
tion to his father is seen throughout both his. youth 
and also after his exaltation in Egypt. There is noth- 
ing more admirable as a mark of character than filial 
devotion. (2) As Brother. Three features stand 
out in this connection: (a) the silence of Joseph un- 
der the brothers’ accusation; (b) the persistence of 
his interest and love after all the opposition; (c) the 
spirit of forgivenéss. 

2. Young People and Adults: The Inspiring Ex- 
ample of Joseph. The character of Joseph is one of 
the most striking in Scripture. Here are some of the 
qualities which make up his life, and the story ‘illus: 
trates every one of them quite clearly: frankness, self- 
control, faithfulness, thoroughness, discretion, hu- 
mility, promptitude, sympathy, tact, insight, firmness. 
These and several other elements stand out from the 
story. The explanation is that God was the founda- 
tion source, and spring of everything he was and did. 
He seems to have belonged to God from the first. 
Joseph was good without being “goody-goody”; he 
was great and yet simple; true to God while also 
attractive to men. He was faithful in all his life be- 
cause he had faith in God. (4) 


IV. The Heert of the Lesson 


The Golden Text calls special attention to the duty 

of honoring our parents, and this point is particularly 
exemplified in the life of Joseph. 
_1. His Strength, “I fear God,” was the explana- 
tion of his power. God was an ever-present reality. 
Pharaoh recognized this in speaking of the need of a 
rime minister as “a man in whom the spirit of God 
is” (41:37). Joseph had (1) the presencé of God 
in his heart; (2) the fear of God in his conscience; 
(3) the name of God in his lips; (4) the law of God 
in his life. 

2. His Satisfaction. Because he honored God, God 
honored him. This is seen all through his life, at 
home, as a servant, as a prisoner, and in his exalted 
position. “Then that honor me I will honor.” 

3. His Secret. The keynote of his life was “by 
faith” (Heb. 11:22). (See also Gen. 30:9; 41:52: 
45:5-0). What does faith do for our life? It real- 
izes the presence of God; relies on the word of God; 
receives the grace of God; responds to the call of 
God; rejoices in the protection of God. (5) 

V. Leading Questions 

What was the most prominent feature in Joseph's 
character ? 


Is there anything recorded of Joseph that is blame- 
worthy ? 


Why did not Joseph reveal himself earlier to his 
brethren ? 


Why was Joseph so long in letting his father know 
of him? 


Distinguish between honoring and obeying our par- 
ents, 


Was Joseph’s policy in the famine a good one? 
PHILADELPHIA. ' 


Jacob’s gift to Joseph (see Genesis 


Setiineteemennedhenee cena nena 


—— 


Lessen for April 15 
Genesis 30 ; 22-24; 37:2 to 50:26 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 

Kindness and -—I am Joseph 

ow brother, whom ye sold into Egypt 


v. 4). come home to roost” 
an old saw. But here we have a flock 


which the “saw” is cu in a little) 7 


iierent way. The old Book says, “Be 
sure your sin will find you out” (Num. 
32:23). Here is a fine example. What 
more dramatic scene in all literature than 
this that day in the court of when 
a “dead” brother reveals himself as the 
powerful ruler of the world’s greatest 
country? “And holding in his hands the 
life or death of his unnatural brethren. 
Listen to this, young fellow: If you go 
into any sort of a bad business, while 
things may go along in the even tenor of 
their way for a time, the day is going 
to come when you will be brought up 
with a jerk. God is still running his lit- 
tle world. The office boy to whom you 
were so “ugly” has the Edward Bok 
way of working ahead, and when the 
years have rolled by may be the very 
fellow who has the placing of the busi- 
ness you want so badly. That girl you 
“sassed” over the ‘phone has a way of 
getting married and may turn up as the 
wife of your best patron — and telephone 
girls always “have the number” of the 
chap who 7 the hog.” Snubbed boys 
and berated girls are riot always blessed 
with the Joseph heart. Moral: Be good 
‘o the whole Adam family! (1 Pet. 3:8.) 
1) 


“The Mills of the Gods.”—God sent 
me before you... to save — alive by 
a great deliwerance (vy. 7). colloquial 
phrase Joseph “was letting them down 
easy.” To be sure the hand of God was 
directing the Israel family, as far as he 
could do it with the kind of “stiffnecked” 
stock he had to deal with. Just as he 
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does with your family and all families, 
but that was no excuse for wickedness. 
That God overrules a man’s evil deed 
for the good of the man or his family 
does not let the man out. Because 
Sanhedrin in hounding Jesus to the 
death saved the world does not absolve 
the Jews. If it had not been for the 
many accidents it is not likely this train 
am on would have had these splen- 
did air brakes that have just br 
us to a quick stop so easily, But t 
railroad is extolling accidents? There 
are few things better to eat than roast 
pig, but according to Charles Lamb, the 
Chinese thought they must burn down 
the house in order to get this delicious 
morsel. Roast pig meant incendiarism, 
but roast pig did not excuse the crime. 
One of the glorious things about our 
God is that he is not only a Ruler but 
an Overruler. God makes the wrath of 
man to praise him. Another thing to 
be noticed in this narrative—God doesn’t 
balance his accounts either weekly, 
monthly, or yearly. God took his time 
with Joseph and the Jacobsons. The 
mills of God grind slowly, but they 
grind exceeding small; but with patience 
e stands waiting and with justice grinds 
he all—or something like that! (Psa. 
76:10; Matt. 13:30). (2) 

The Lands of Goshen.—4 nd there will 
I nourish thee (v. 11). The Jacobsons 
were not the last family who have owed 
their existence and prosperity to the one 
good brother of a bunch. No doubt 
some of them where you live! But for 
the despised dreamer there would have 
been no “Dan to Beersheba.” Ameri- 
can domestic history is full of Joseph 
parallels. Every great ship brings one 
or more. The boy with the home ties 
severed and lost in the great population 
of the American Egypt. The faithful 
service, The clean life. The advance- 
ment. The prosperity. And then the 
coming over ofthe whole family. Yes, 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


Acollection of almost 100 of the most striking of Mr. Pace’s weekly cart 


been published in attractive book form 


oons has 


and may be had from The Sunday School Times, 
at 75 postpaid, 


cents, 
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I can give names and dates. New York 
City’s greatest builder was one; The 
American Magazine keeps up a parade 
of them month after month. What fun 
it must be to such a Joseph. It is al- 
ways a joy to put any fellow on a hun- 
dred and sixty acres in the “Land of 
Goshen,” but what a thrill to put ten 
‘of your brothers upon sixteen hundred 
acres, What a swell colony those Goshen 
farmers must have made! Kin of the 
King’s favorite and prime minister. And 
not one of them deserving the least of 
it—save baby Benjamin. Of course I 
do not have to tell the readers of this 
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Corner —that this is exactly what our 
“Joseph” has done for every one of us, 
If this America of ours from Hudson 
Bay to Mexico is not a “Land of 
Goshen,” pray what is it? This year as 
I write, the United States part of this 
Land of Goshen has given us the in- 
credible wealth of $22,000,000,000. 
there will I nourish thee.” How long, 
think you, Joseph could have nourished 
them there if they had quarreled with 
each Otter, refused to obey his laws, and 
a) been slack in loyalty and service? 
TESVILLE, Pa. 
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saving yourself at the same time 
is in 
for a quarterly statement. 


Would you call it system if eve 
wrote a word once 
that’s exactly what you do when you write in one of our Church Treasurer's Records, 

boars and days of work and worry. 
uplicate form, having an original for future reference and an exagt duplicate 


Church Financial Record 
with Statement in Duplicate 
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time you 


ou wrote it twice? Well, 


Every account 
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A System with Statements 


A System of Satisfaction 


makes it satisfactory. One pastor writes : 
price of the book.”’ 
treasurer seemed so efficient. 


Price 


_more boo 


per copy, $6.00 


51 W. Washington Street, - 


dex and sufficient space for weekly totals of receipts and disbursements. 


also has them in place, so that they make themselves out with carbon paper. 
also that there is no glaring heading such as ‘‘statement"’ to greet the sensitive con- 
tributor, but just ‘‘an exact copy of your account as it appears on our records," 
Moreover, you are easily able to get your statements out on time every quarter. 

As sim 
naturally follows that our accurate system 
Another man writes: ‘‘It is the greatest yet. Never has our 
r Where it used to take him a day to post the books and 
find out just where we stood financially, it now takes him just about five minutes,"’ 
Holds 250 accounts for one year, 125 accounts 
for two years ; 500 or more accounts need two or 
ity assures its accuracy, 


MEIGS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
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| Secretary of State Hughes Says : 


**The American Standard Version of the Bible is not only a permanent memorial to 
{ American scholarship, but a lasting contribution to civilization in promoting a 


_ better understanding of the Scriptures.’’ 
Nelson 27575 Bible 


(Edited by American Revision Committee) 


is the most accurate version of the Scripture ever produced. It 
has kept the best of all the precedingjversions and hasapproached 
more closely the exact interpretation of the original, Every 
Sunday School teacher should have and use this version, as 
it will five a clearer understanding of the study of the text, 
and will give added interest and simplicity to the scholar. 
The American Standard Bible Text has been adopted by all leading 
Theological Seminaries, Y. M.C. A., Y. W. C. A., and Bible 
the United States and is used by over | 3,000,000 scholars 
from which to study the International, graded or other Bible lessons. 
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we need as we go forth to save our brothers from a 
spiritual famine worse than all the famines of Egypt, 
India, Russia, China! : 

Three times also in our lesson passage we have the 
suggestion of haste. “Haste ye... tarry not... 
haste.” Here an altogether different type is set be- 
fore us. It is the haste of love to bring the needy 
into the place of full supply, of wealth, and of love. 
Oh, do not delay in bringing the lost to Christ! Every 
moment souls are dying without any knowledge of 
Christ, in whom alone is salvation; every moment's 
delay means a hell more full and a heaven more 
empty in eternity. 

N1acara FAtts, Can. 


cy 
The Quality of Mercy 


By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


; LIVING man who walks our common earth in 
fellowship with God is better than any number 
of abstractions and rules, Ideals, Mr. Lecky 

says, acquire their full force only when they are 

embodied in the splendor and beauty of an actual 
career which fascinates the imagination. Joseph's 
career was of this kind. The Hebrew character and 
the Hebrew religion had their finest blossom in him. 

And, outside the boundaries of his own age and na- 

tion, he remains the pattern of all that is true and 

honorable, pure, and lovely, (1) 

To-day we see him at one of the great moments 
of his life. 


Here is the uprising and outgoing of the heart. 

His brothers, grouped in front of him in Pharaoh's 
audience-hall, had known him hitherto as a judge, 
somewhat arbitrary and severe, whose words and 
movements they could not predict beforehand, and 
of whom they stood profoundly in awe. But now 
the barriers were down; the floodgates were thrown 
open, Judah had spoken in the accents of filial, fra- 
ternal, vicarious, sacrificial tenderness; and Joseph 
could refrain himself no longer. The trappings fell 
off. He ceased to be a prince in Egypt. Weeping 
aloud, he revealed to the wondering men who he was, 
I am Joseph, your brother, he said. 

How good it is when, through all the changes 
and chances of revolving years, the heart beats loyal 
to the old loves, and quivers back to the scenes of 
childhood ‘and youth! That nature is sound at the 
core which cherishes those far-away memories; and 
sings the song, “Home was home then, and happy for 
the child”; and discounts the rank and the riches of 
the later time, to thank God for a father’s example 
and a mother’s prayers. (2) 


But here, too, is the sting of conscience. 

At first, Joseph’s words stirred nothing except dis- 
may in his listeners. They brought their sin to vivid 
remembrance. Reuben, Simeon, Judah, and the rest 
saw themselves again in the pastures of Dothan 
plotting against their young brother, flinging him into 
the loathsome pit, and pulling him out of its mire 
and midnight only to sell him as a slave. They were 


grieved and angry with themselves. (3) ; 
How sharp is that which the old English writer 
calls “the Ayen-bite of Inwyt”—the tooth of an 


awakened and accusing conscience! Its indictment is 
remorseless, Its pain is unutterable. Yet better that 
we should experience it now, when there are healing 
for its misery and release from its condemnation, 
than that it should appall us in that day of dread, 
when we shall look on our New Testament Joseph 
whom we have pierced, and mourn for him, but find 
no place of repentance though we seek it earnestly 
with tears, 


Here, on the other hand, is the practise of the 
presence of God, : 

It was far from Joseph’s wish that his brothers 
should be swallowed up of too much sorrow. He 
knew that they were thoroughly ashamed of their 
former misdoing and cruelty; and he hastened to 
comfort them. He expounded his philosophy of prov- 
idence, the creed which had been the mainstay of his 
life. They had done him wrong; yes, but God had 
overruled the wrong, and in surprising ways of His 
own had compelled the very wrath of man to praise 
Him. Again and again he reiterated the assurance: 
God did send me before you to preserve life; God 
sent me to preserve you alive by a great deliverance ; 
so now it was not you that sent me hither but God. 
Always the heavenly Charioteer had held the reins. 
Always the divine Steersman had piloted the vessel. 

To cherish this faith alters the aspect of everything. 
It rids us of the notion that caprice, or chance, or 
malignant fate is the governing force in our affairs. 
It frees us from the tyranny of second causes, What 
theugh Simeon and Levi had been bitterly unjust, and 
Potiphar’s wife has told a horrid lie, and the butler 
has proved unmindful of his pledge and promise? 
These are not the captains of our soul and the mas- 
ters of our destiny; God is the Master and Captain, 
God who can employ the unfriendliest agencies to 
promote our well-being, and whose thoughts toward 
us are thoughts of peace and not of evil. “Ill that 
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He blesses is our good,” and to practise His presence 
is rest and power and joy. (4) 


And here, last of all, is the eloquence of tears. 

Joseph’s protestations failed to accomplish what he 
designed them to effect; there are cases where the 
kindliest speech is quite inadequate. His brothers 
were victims still of a stupor of amazement and re- 
gret. But tears did what words were unable to do. 
He fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept 
and Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed 
all his brethren and wept upon them. They could 
not doubt any more the reality of the reconciliation, 
the wholeheartedness of the pardon and love. After 
that, his brethren spake unto him. 

And how shall we question our Lord’s unreserved 
forgiveness of us? It has cost him tears — strong 
cryings and tears. More than thai, it has cost him 
blood and death, even the death of the Cross. The 
debt of his brothers to Joseph was incalculable, but 
far more incalculable is our debt to Jesus Christ. (5) 


CaRLUKE, SCOTLAND. 










The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





1. The Lesson’s Main Message 
HE fulness of the narrative about Joseph is 
quite striking, far more being told us concerning 
him than of any of the preceding patriarchs. 
While there are several aspects of importance in re- 
gard to his life, it is essential to concentrate on his 
personal character, which is one of the finest recorded 
.in Scripture. : 

The Training (chaps. 30-37)* He was the elder 
son of Rachel (33: 24), though of his early life noth- 
ing is known. e was probably about five or six 
whe his father left Mesopotamia, and he appears first 
(chap. 37) at the age of seventeen. The father’s par- 
tiality for Joseph was one of the factors in arousing 
the jealousy of the elder brothers, and the hatred 
was intensified by Joseph’s dreams. When in re- 
sponse to his father’s command Joseph journeys about 
sixty miles to inquire after the brethren, the oppor- 
tunity is afforded them of giving expression to their 
animosity. The story fs full of callousness and cruel- 
ty, and it was only, as it were, by accident that he was 
not killed but sold into Egypt. (1) 

The Suffering (chaps. 37-40). The arrival in Egypt 
led to his being sold as a slave, and the youth sud- 
denly exchanged the place of a favorite son for that 
of a slave of foreign merchants. But here, again, 
his character is revealed amid the changes of his cir- 
cumstances. 

(1) In prosperity (39:1-6). From the pit into 
which he was cast by his brothers he passes into the 
pit of slavery, but as he filled his position to the utmost 
of his powers his master clearly observed that God 
was with him and prospering him. 

(2) In peril (39:7-12). But now another dif- 
ficulty arose in the form of fierce tempta- 
tion, though, as God was always first in Jo- 
seph’s life, he faced the temptation and won the vic- 
tory. There is scarcely aftything finer in Scripture 
than this picture of youth severely tested and rising 
above the danger. 


(3) In prison (39:13-23). Notwithstanding the 
false accusation, Joseph’s silence is remarkable. But 
it was a severe testing as he watched and waited for 
the fulfilment of the promise of the chief butler of 
Pharaoh. This must have been the deepest experi- 
ence, waiting two years for the fulfilment of God’s 
purposes. Yet it seems certain that this time of quiet 
endurance of prison went far to make Joseph the fine 
man he afterwards became, (2) 


Triumph (chaps. 41-50). Here the narrative is so 
full that it is only possible to touch upon the out- 
standing points. (1) His removal from prison and 
appointment as prime minister afford~fine opportun- 
ities of studying his character in exaltation and tri- 
umph after all he had endured (chap. 41). (2) Then 
comes the deeply interesting story of his meeting with 
his brethren and the reconciliation that was effected 
after he had tested and disciplined them (chaps. 42-45). 
(3) The record of the meeting of Joseph with his 
father and the life of the father in the new home in 
Egypt fitly follows and is again full of striking illus- 
trations of Joseph’s character (chaps. 46-49). (4) 
The close of his life at last came, and it is surprising 
“to find the old trouble between Joseph and his breth- 
ren springing up. But Joseph told them not to 
fear, and reminded them of the overruling providence 
of God in all that had taken place. Then in magnifi- 
cent faith he looks forward to the future which God 
had promised to their family, and like his father 
before him, he took an oath of his brethren that they 
should take his body up to Canaan and not leave it 
in Egypt. And so this noble man was called hence 
after a life of. wonderful influence and a constant 
benediction to all. (3) 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 20:1-9. (1) The 
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prayer, verses 1-4; (2) the protection, verses 5, 6; 
(3) the profession, verses 7-9. 


Books.—On Genesis in general, the volume in the 
Pulpit Commentary (Funk and Wagnalls, New York, 
51 vols., $2.50 a vol.; sold only in sets); and in the 
American Commentary by Goodspeed and Welton 
(American Baptist Publication Society, $2). Other 
works are: “Notes on Genesis,” by C. H. M. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co. New York, $1.25); “Studies in 
Genesis,” by Pratt (American Tract Society, New 
York, 78 cts.) ; and Devotional Commentary, Vol. 3, 
by Griffith Thomas (Presbyterian Board of Pub- 
lication, Chicago, $1.25, net). On life of 
Joseph, the following are valuable: “Lectures on Jo- 
seph,” by Lawson, an old book published in England 
forty years ago (Oliphant and Co., London); “Life 
of Joseph,” by Kirk (Elliot, Edinburgh); “Joseph 
the Prime Minister,” by W. M. Taylor (Harper and 
Bro., New York, $1.50); “Joseph: Beloved, Hated, 
Exalted,” by F. B, Meyer (Revell, $1, net), 


ll. Reference Material 

Joshua 24:32; Psalm 105:16-22; John 4:5; Acts 7: 
9-14; Hebrews 11:21, 22. 

1. Joshua 24: 32, The fulfilment of Joseph’s hopes 
concerning his body. 

2. Psalm 105: 16-22. Joseph's life celebrated: (1) 
preparation; (2) suffering; (3) training; (4) honor; 
(5) blessing. 

3. John 4:5. 
33:19; 48: 22). 

4. Acts 7:9-14. Stephen’s account of Joseph. 
og Hebrews 11:21, 22. The foundation of Joseph’s 
ife, 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1, Intermediate and Senior: Joseph as Son and 
Brother. (1) As Son. Although we do not know 
anything of him until he was seventeen, it is more 
than likely that he inherited from his father and 
mother the characteristics of wisdom, affection, faith, 
and hope. It is tempting to think of his being told 
of Moriah by his grandfather, Isaac, who was alive 
after the return from Mesopotamia. Joseph’s devo- 
tion to his father is seen throughout both his. youth 
and also after his exaltation in Egypt. There is noth- 
ing more admirable as a mark of character than filial 
devotion. (2) As Brother. Three features stand 
out in this connection: (a) the silence of Joseph un- 
der the brothers’ accusation; (b) the persistence of 
his interest and love after all the opposition; (c) the 
spirit of forgivenéss. 

2. Young People and Adults: The Inspiring Ex- 
ample of Joseph. The character of Joseph is one of 
the most striking in Scripture. Here are some of the 
qualities which make up his life, and the’ story ‘iflus* 
trates every one of them quite clearly: frankness, self- 
control, faithfulness, thoroughness, discretion, hu- 
mility, promptitude, sympathy, tact, insight, firmness. 
These and several other elements stand out from the 
story. The explanation is that God was the founda- 
tion source, and spring of everything he was and did. 
He seems to have belonged to God from the first. 
Joseph was good without being “goody-goody”; he 
was great and yet simple; true to God while also 
attractive to men. He was faithful in all his life be- 
cause he had faith in God. (4) 


IV. The Heart of the Leseon 


The Golden Text calls special attention to the duty 
of honoring our parents, and this point is particularly 
exemplified in the life of Joseph. 

_1. His Strength, “TI fear God,” was the explana- 
tion of his power. God was an ever-present reality. 
Pharaoh recognized this in speaking of the need of a 
rime minister as “a man in whom the spirit of God 
is” (41:37). Joseph had (1) the presencé of God 
in his heart; (2) the fear of God in his conscience; 
(3) the name of God in his lips; (4) the law of God 
in his life. 

2. His Satisfaction. Because he honored God, God 
honored him. This is seen all through his life, at 
home, as a servant, as a prisoner, and in his exalted 
position. “Then that honor me I will honor.” 

3. His Secret. The keynote of his life was “by 
faith” (Heb, 11:22). (See also Gen. i939 41:52; 
45:5-0). What does faith do for our life? It real- 
izes the presence of God; relies on the word of God; 
receives the grace of God; responds to the call of 
God; rejoices in the protection of God. (5) 

V. Leading Questions 

What was the most prominent feature in Joseph's 
character? 


Is there anything recorded of Joseph that is blame- 
worthy ? 


Why did not Joseph reveal himself earlier to his 
brethren? 


Why was Joseph so long in letting his father know 
of him? 

Distinguish between honoring and obeying our par- 
ents, 

Was Joseph’s policy in the famine a good one? 

PHILADELPHIA. ' 


Jacob’s gift to Joseph (see Genesis 





Lessen for April 15 
Genesis go ; 22-24; 37:2 to go: 26 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Kindness and Courtesy.—! am Joseph 
owr brother, whom ye sold into Egypt 
vy. 4). come home to roost” 

an old saw. But here we have a flock 

which the “saw” is in a little 
ifferent way. The old Book says, “Be 
sure your sin will find you out” (Num. 
32:23). Here is a fine example. What 
more dramatic scene in all literature than 
this that day in the court of Egypt when 
a “dead” brother reveals himself as the 
powerful ruler of the world’s greatest 
country? “And holding in his hands the 
life or death of his unnatural brethren. 
Listen to this, young fellow: If you go 
into any sort of a bad business, while 
things may go along in the even tenor -of 
their way for a time, the day is going 
to come when you will be brought up 
with a jerk. God is still running his lit- 
tle world. The office boy to whom you 
were so “ugly” has the Edward Bok 
way of working ahead, and when the 
years have rolled by may be the very 
fellow who has the placing of the busi- 
ness you want so badly. That girl you 
“sassed” over the ‘phone has a way of 
getting married and may turn up as the 
wife of your best patron — and telephone 
girls always “have the number” of the 
chap who bp the hog.” Snubbed boys 
and berated girls are riot always blessed 
with the Joseph heart. Moral: Be good 
:, the whole Adam family! (1 Pet. 3:8.) 

1) 


“The Mills of the Gods.”—God sent 
me before you... to save you alive by 
a great deliverance (v. 7). In colloquial 
phrase Joseph “was letting them down 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


does with your family and all families, 
but that was no excuse for wickedness, 
That God overrules a man’s evil deed 
for the good of the man or his family 
does not let the man out. Because 

Sanhedrin in hounding Jesus to the 


death saved the world does not absolve} d 


the Jews. If it had got been for the 
many accidents it is not likely this train 
I am on would have had these splen- 
did air brakes that have just br 
us to a quick stop so easily, But t 
railroad is extolling accidents? There 
are few things better to eat than roast 
pig, but according to Charles Lamb, the 
Chinese thought they must burn down 
the house in order to get this delicious 
morsel. Roast pig meant incendiarism, 
but roast pig did not excuse the crime. 
One of the glorious things about our 
God is that he is not only a Ruler but 
an Overruler. God makes the wrath of 
man to praise him. Another thing to 
be noticed in this narrative—God doesn’t 
balance his accounts either weekly, 
monthly, or yearly. God took his time 
with Joseph and the Jacobsons. The 
mills of God grind slowly, but they 
grind exceeding small; but with patience 
he stands waiting and with justice grinds 
he all—or something like that! (Psa. 
76:10; Matt. 13:30). (2) 

The Lands of Goshen.—4 7d there will 
I nourish thee (v. 11). The Jacobsons 
were not the last family who have owed 
their existence and prosperity to the one 
good brother of a bunch. No doubt 
some of them where you live! But for 
the despised dreamer there would have 
been no “Dan to Beersheba.” Ameri- 
can domestic history is full of Joseph 
parallels. Every great ship brings one 
or more. The boy with the home ties 
severed and lost in the great population 


I can give names and dates, New York 
City’s greatest builder was one, The 
American Magazine keeps up a parade 
of them month after month. What fun 
it must be to such a Joseph. It is al- 
ways a joy to put any fellow on a hun- 
red and sixty acres in the “Land of 
Goshen,” but what a thrill to put ten 
‘of your brothers upon sixteen hundred 
acres, What a swell colony those Goshen 
farmers must have made! Kin of the 
King’s favorite and prime minister. And 
not one of them deserving the least cf 
it—save baby Benjamin. Of course I 
do not have to tell the readers of this 
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Corner —that this is exactly what our 
“Joseph” has done for every one of us, 
If this America of ours from Hudson 
Bay to Mexico is not a “Land of 
Goshen,” pray what is it? This year as 
I write, the United States part of this 
Land of Goshen has given us the in- 
credible wealth of $22,000,000,000. 
there will I nourish thee.” How long 
think you, Joseph could have nourished 
them there if they had quarreled with 
each Otter, refused to obey his laws, and 
a) been slack in loyalty and service? 


ATESVILLE, Pa. 
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for a quarterly statement. 


o . °* @ 
ASystem with Simplicity 
Glance over the first quarter in the 
illustration, and see how simple it is 
to keep your accounts straight and up 
to date. At the end of each quarter it 
takes but a short time to total the ac- 
counts and tear duplicate statements 
out of book. The general church re- 
ceipts and disbursements are also ar- 
ranged in the same simple manner, 





Church Financial Record 
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Would you call it system if eve 
wrote a word once 
that’s exactly what you do when you write in one of our Church Treasurer's Records, 
aay | yourself at the same time hours and days of work and worry. Every account 
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_more books, Its simplicity assures its accuracy. 


MEIGS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
51 W. Washington Street, - -  - Indianapolis, Indiana 
Kindly mention The Sunday School Times 














| Secretary of State Hughes Says : 


‘“*The American Standard Version of the Bible is not only a permanent memorial to 
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Ae Ze American scholarship, but a lasting contribution to civilization in promoting a 
i ge _ better understanding of the Scriptures.” 
5 ig M4 9 
4: °" wt N ] American R bl 
a =» lus por ! :" (Edited by American Revision Committee) 


is the most accurate version of the Scripture ever produced. It 
has kept the best of all the precedingjversions and hasapproached 
more closely the exact interpretation of the original. Every 
Sunday School teacher should have and use this version, as 
it will give a clearer understanding of the study of the text, 
and will give added interest and simplicity to the scholar. 
The American Stan ’ 
mean rea By Tort My. ret abe 
the United States and is used by over | 3,000,000 scholars 
from which to study the Intemational, graded or other Bible lessons. 



































A Nelson Bible is a of the ben chasncter of printing, bind- 
REE sees latest and best translation. Two styles 
e of and ten sizes of type. 
4 os NELSON BIBLES pocesseeseeqsaeasssosssscoasesoorsrs 
A bil ine, ase aad suiesot THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
piles a8 sold. ities &  Aathorized Publishers for the American Revision Committee 
Booklet—A charm el 
Trenladdl’ San ensiied The : pp: e > Z .o —¥ beg copy of your book 
° e onderfal Story,”’ pu ed ear Sirs: se send me F E your 
stled “The Wonderful S . Thi bligat 
When youare spreading that mantle of charity ———<$—$<< | <<" 
over another, be sure itis not your handkerchief. hese nme witty f NOME. ee ee ev one ee 
ot 1 a 
Unlike Joseph, whose mantle of forgiveness blanketed ail the sins of all his one mentioning. The Sunday Street No... «s+» Kore +4 
mes. 
brethren, our dear sister of the cartoon can only find a handkerchief. : ees oss pad | ie S., 
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DISCRIMINATING 


Pastors and Superintendents 


will be interested in seeing the 1923 Supplement to our 
attractive Church and Sunday School Supply Catalog. 


If you already havethe Catalog—simply ask for the sup- 
plement—if not—ask for both. 
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THE HEIDELBERG PRESS P:>%sHers ‘ 200-14 N. 15th St., Philadelphia 














When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday Schocl! Times 











Sermons and Bible Studies 


By R. E. NEIGHBOUR, D.D. 
The Well-known Champion of ‘‘ Bible Fundamentals.’’ 
THE RIDER ON THE WHITE HORSE....................0cc0ccc00 $1.25 
ALSO A SERIES OF HELPFUL BOOKS / 





Each volume contains seventeen or eighteen Studies. The outlines, expositions and illustrations are full and 
comprehensive. They are an inestimable help to Bible students and ministers of the Gospel. 
Vol. I. The Deeper Life and Service.................cce--ceceeeeeseces $1.25 
We Fle IN IE MIE, nocuhasccesdsccscccanes soesdepncovoseess 1.25 
Vol. Ill. Real Salvation Themes.......................ccceceececeeecsece 1.25 
Vel. FV. Tike Podins and Prophocy..............ciccsscsesesscossecess 1.25 
Vol. V. Christ—The Holy Spirit and Satan’s Strategies........... 1.25 
i Me cha a achcehnbdscnns asdaeebensardeasenseioned 1.25 
Vol. VII. The Glory that Will Follow..................cccscsscssceseees 1.25 
Vol. VIII. God’s Men and Their Messsage......:....................045 1.25 
Vol. IX. From the Cross to the Crown (Ready in May).............. 1.25 


Other Volumes to Follow 
Size 5% «7% inches. Uniformly bound in substantial cloth. 
The Above 10 Books for $10.00 


The “* Rider on the White Horse’’ and the first 8 volumes of the series, are ready for immediate ship- 
ment. Volume IX ready no later than May next. 


UNION GOSPEL PUBLISHING CO., Box 398, CLEVELAND, OHIO 


























Victorious Life Hymns 


A new hymn book containing a choice collection of 275 of the best liked and most melodious 
sacred hymns and songs. Edited by Charles M. Alexander and the 
Council of the Victorious Life Testimony. 





Manila covers, $35 a hundred ; sample copy, 40 cents, postpaid 
Cloth covers, $55 a hundred; sample copy, 60 cents, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 


SCHOOL TIMES 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 


| conditions means that good illustrations are 


| 
; 





constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday Scheol 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the son text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print. 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
ially desired, though 
Ye Golden Text are also needed. 


In the Storm.—/i was not you that 
sent me hither, but God (45:8). A pic- 
ture represents a boat laden with cattle 
being ferried across an angry swollen 
river in a time of storm. Judging from 
the threatening clouds and the play of 
the treacherous lightning, one would con- 
clude that the poor dumb cattle were 
marked for destruction. But the title 
of the painting is simply: “Changing 
Pastures.” Many times we imagine that 
God’s plans mean disaster and affliction, 
but he is simply “changing pastures” for 
our godd and the welfare of our breth- 
ren.—From the Expositor. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Streatham Hill, London, Eng. 
Prize illustration. (1) 


God’s Hand Directing.—So now it 
was not you that sent me hither, but 
God (v. 8). Back of the evil deed of 
the brothers was the overruling hand 
of God.. Last summer, a Baptist mis- 
sionary named Howard held a_ revival 
meeting in Bisbee, Ariz. Mr. Howard 
has a railroad coach fitted up for a 


| church; for years he has traveled among 


| the Mexican 
| Christ. 





people preaching Jesus 
This is a bit of his experience: 
“My father kept a large distributing 
store on the Mexican border. When I 
was about twelve a big shipment came 
from the East. Among the things was 
a strange box. Father was too busy to 
open it for a week. I was consumed 
with curiosity. What was our disgust 
to find that it was full of large Spanish 
Testaments from the American Bible 
Society. Being a staunch Catholic, father 
ordered them burned, but, having an 
eye for economy, he later decided to use 
the leaves for wrapping paper. And thus 
for months, needles, pins, gum, candy — 
hundreds of little things — went all over 
that district wrapped in pages from the 
blessed Word. in the language of the 
pedple. The curious clerks began to 
read it also, and I often listened. A few 
years later a Protestant 
erected in that part of the country.”— 





























under the teaching of a stud 














In one year the above class, in a Baptist church for colored people, grew from a nucleus of seven to more than one hundred 
t from The Moody Bible Institute. Ages in the above group varied from 
five to eighty, making necessary a division of the class before the end of the year. 


An investment with the Institute in a Life Annuity Contract will help train other students who will continue 
this good work while preparing to devote their lives to Christian service. 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE, Dept. 2H, 153 Institute Place, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 





For further information address : 
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MARCH 31, 1923 


hy by Mary R. Selleck, San Diego, Cal. 


A Jewish Trait.—There will I nourish 
thee (v. 11). Archdeacon Conybeare 
states that a large number of school- 
boys were set to write an essay on “What 
would I do if I had £5,000 a year?” He 
adds that, reading ovér the essays writ- 
ten, anonymous though they were, it was 
always possible to detect which boys 
were Jewish, by noticing if an essay 
placed in the forefront cf the writer’s 
wishes the desire to provide for his par- 
ents. The Fifth Commandment had sunk 
deep into the Israelites’ minds.—From 
the Christian Life. Sent by the Rev. 
J. A, Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. (3) 


A Precious Memory.—Honor thy 
father and thy mother (Golden Text). 
A son who had an inyalid father had 
to carry the burden of ‘the homestéad. 
One day he asked his father to do some 
little chores, but he was weary and his 
memory failing, and he forgot. When 
the son came home and asked about the 
chores the father said, “Son, I am serry 
to own it, but I really forgot.” The 
son said, “Never mind, father, I'll at- 
tend to them,” and was turning to go to 
the barn when the father called to him 
and said, “Oh, my boy, God bless you. 
You will never know what a comfort 
you are to me. You are so faithful to 
duty.” When the son returned and spoke 
to his father there was no response, and 
he found he had gone to the land where 
“there shall be no more pain.” His 
Sweetest memory are these words, “God 
bless you, my boy!”—From the “Glory 
of His Robe,” by E. J. Stobo. Sent by 
L. G. James, Toronto, Can. (4) 


Like the Commandments.—H onor thy 
father and thy. mother, that thy days may 
be long in the land which Jehovah thy God 
giveth thee (Golden Text). A minister, 
taking his morning walk, came across a 
stonebreaker. After giving him a cheery 
“Good morning” he remarked that he 
had a deal of work to get through. “Aye,” 
said the man, “them stones are like the 
Ten Commandments.” “Why s0?”) re- 
plied the parson. “You can go on ‘break- 
ing ’em,” came the reply, “but you can 
never get rid of ’em.”—From the King’s 
Business. Sent by J. B. James, Toronto, 
Can. (5) 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Heavenly 
Father, we thank thee that thou dost order 
our ways, and that we are not our own 
| guides. When we have attempted to follow 
our own-way, we have turned aside fgom 
thee so easily! Thou hast~overqiled our 
misdoings in thy tender mercy and love, and 
we have cause to-day to thank thee beyond 
words for that from which thou hast saved 
us. May we learn from this lesson to-day 
the wonder of thy love in bestowing upon 
those who are willing to be led of thee a 
spirit of forgiveness. May we see thy hand 
in events which at the time are dark and 
cumbersome, when we forget that thou art 
ever leading us. We thank thee for thy con- 





tinuing guidance and loving care. In the 
name of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


| _ After the Lesson.—How much there 
| is in a name! How startling was that 
name Joseph to the brothers when Jo- 
seph first told them who he was! He 
must have seen just how troubled they 
were, for you notice how quickly he 
went on to say, “I am Joseph your 
| brother.” If they doubted for a moment 
| his brotherly purpose towards them, they 
were soon cleared of any doubt like that. 
The very name Joseph brought to their 
guilty memories the picture of that day 
when they had sold him to the Midian- 
ites. But “I am Joseph your broiher” 
— that was very different! He was still 
their brother and not their enemy, as 
for a moment they thought he was sure 
| to be. Did he say anything about his 
; anger towards them? No, not for a 
| moment. He just begged them not to be 
| angry with themselves. How ashamed 
|; they must have been! Is there any one 
who has wronged you in any way, and 
whom you have not forgiven? If there 
is, can you honestly pray in the words 
of the Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive us our 
debts as we also have forgiven our 










































Lesson for April 15 
Genesis 30 : 22-24; 37:2 to 50:26 


debtors”? Let us ask God to-day to 
give us a true heart of forgiveness 
towards the very folks who have tried 
to do us harm. Let us pray. 

















ve 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Faith of our Fathers!” : 
“Children of the Heavenly King.” 
“Courage, brother, do not stumble.” 
“Come and join the happy band.” 
“Christ thy Lord is waiting now.” 
“O brothers, lift your voices.” 
“The triumphs of the Gospel.” 
“Abide with me.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Fear Thou Not” (246 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 49-56; Isaiah 41 : 10. 
“Upon Thy Precepts” (239 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 9-16. 
“The Blessings of Goodness” (41 : 1-3). 
Psalm 21: 
“A Full Redemption” (263 : 1-3). 


Psalm130 : 
“The Lord Unto His Christ” (¢ 


. 














222 : 1-3). 
Psalm 110: 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—It is Christlike 

to forgive enemies. 

Lesson Story.—Joseph was one of 
Abraham's great-grandsons. From baby- 
hood until seventeen Joseph lived in 
Abraham's promised land. Joseph was 
next to the youngest of twelve brothers, 
and the favorite of his father, Jacob. 
His brothers knew this because Jacob 
gave to Joseph a beautiful coat of many 
colors. There were other reasons why 
these brothers disliked Joseph. The 
brothers really hated Joseph for his 
dreams and words. 

Before long the older brothers led 
their sheep away to find fresh pastures. 
One day Jacob said to Joseph, I will 
send you to find out how your brothers 
are getting along, and you can bring me 
word again, 


Some of his brothers saw him afar off 
and said, Behold, this dreamer cometh ; 
let us kill him. The oldest brother said, 
Let us put him into this pit instead, so 
when Joseph came near they stripped off 
his coat of many colors and put him 
into the pit. When they saw a caravan 
of camels passing on the way to Egypt 
they sold Joseph to those travelers, as a 
slave, for twenty pieces of silver. In 
E Joseph was sold again to the cap- 
tain of the king’s guard. 

How poor old Jacob grieved! the 
brothers dipped Joseph’s coat into the 
blood of a goat, carried it to Jacob, and 
made him think that a. wild beast had 
killed Joseph. Could Joseph ever for- 
give such brothers? Our Lord’s Prayer 
teaches, Forgive us our debts as we have 
forgiven our debtors. 





Twenty years passed —ask some one 
at home to read from Genesis what- hap- 
pened to Joseph. We know that every- 
where, in the captain’s house, in prison, 
in the king’s palace, Joseph was trusted, 
honored, and angen His greatest 
honor came w 


years of plent 
seven years of famine. 
pointed Joseph as governor to have 
charge of saving and storing grain dur- 
ing the plentiful years and selling it 
when the famine came. 

The time came when Jacob’s family 
needed food. He sent ten sons to Egypt 
to buy and *bring back grain. Joseph 
saw and knew them. They did not know 
him when they bowed low before him as 
governor, He gave them grain and re- 
turned their money, so they went home 
and told their father. 

When the grain was eaten they needed 
to go again. This time they took Ben- 
jamin. When Joseph saw his youngest 
brother he ordered his servants to pre- 
pare a feast, and invited all his brothers 
to dine with him. What an honor! They 
bowed low when they offered a present 
to Joseph.. He must have remembered 
his dreams, He asked, Is your father 
yet alive, and is this your youngest 
brother? He hurried from the room to 
weep for joy by himself, then washed 
his face and returned. Dinner was 
ready; they never dreamed that the fine 
governor at the head table was Joseph. 

When they had gone a little way on 
their homeward journey Joseph sent a 
servant to order them back. How fright- 
ened they were! Joseph had to tell his 
secret. He ordered everybody from the 
room except his brothers, and wept aloud 
as he said, I am Joseph whom you sold 
into Egypt . .. is my father yet alive? 
What a surprise that was! Joseph’s 
brothers felt afraid until Joseph said, 
Come near; I am really Joseph; be not 
angry with yourselves because you sold 
me; God sent me before you to preserve 
life. Then Joseph hugged and kissed 
each one, which proved that he had for- 
given their cruelty to him. 

Then plans were made for his father 
and the whole family to come to live 
in Egypt until the famine was over, 
Jacob fainted when he heard the news; 
he-could not believe it, until he saw the 
wagons and other things. Then he said, 
It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive, 
I will go and see him before I die — and 
he did. 

Peorta, IL. 





en he told the meaning, 
of King Pharaoh’s dream —that seven | 
would be followed by; 
The king ap-| 
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’ De With helps for S. S. 
ford Teachers Bibles teachers + vl in al- 
phabetical order like a dictionary. Printed on fine white paper 
and the famous Oxford India paper,.in various sizes.of type and a 
number of ‘bindings. Complete list upon request. 

No. 04453, printed with clear black-sace minion type, French mo- 
rocco leather, overlapping cover, round corners, red under 
Bold edges (TU X5x1}6G iM.).....creeseeenseeeereeeeeeeecsceesccsesseeces $4.35 


Scofield Reference Bible (fi. D'S” Siti 


Scofield, D.D. With 
numerous. helpful Bible study features, Helps on the pages 
where needed. Circular showing 34 styles upon request. 

$5.50 


No. 53, printed with minion black-faced type, overlapping 
Oxford Concordance Bible Wieresces, suvjee 
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pages at the back for additional notes. 
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Pastor, Do you need a new Bible? 


We invite you to consider our line of 
OXFORD INTERNATIONAL 


HOLMAN NELSON 
BAGSTER AND: OTHER 


BIBLES and TESTAMENTS 


AT REDUCED PRICES 
Illustrated Catalogue Free 
Address, Union Gospel Publishing Co., Box 398, Cleveland, Ohio 


























Special Opportunity for Pastors 


In order to clear the remaining stock of the beautiful 1923 BIBLE SUC- 
B BOOKLETS, they are now offered at a special quantity price, 
which is far below cost, and which will make it sible for pastors and 
Christian workers to distribute large numbers of them. Here is your op- 
rtunity to secure this beautifully illustrated and illuminated booklet that 
fas meant so much in the lives of thousands. The booklet contains mes- 
sages by James M, Gray, Dean of Moody Bible Institute; W. H. Fitchett, 
D.D.; Rew A. Banks, Associate Editor of The Sunday School Times, 
and a list of Scripture passages for daily memorizing. Regular prices, $2 
a dozen; $15 a hundred, or 20c each, SPECIAL REDUCED P 
A HUNDRED. (Holds good only for quantities of 50 or more.) 
NOTE-— This sacrifice price should clear the stock quickly. 
Only an early order will insare delivery. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
STORIES ABOUT 200 HYMNS 


Told by IRA D. SANKEY himself, with the story of his own life as Moody’s musical associate. Invalu«- 

able for the evangelist or song leader. Exceptionally useful as an aid to the pastor or superinten- 

dent. A beautiful gift for father or mother who knew Moody and Sankey as joremost evan- 

gelistic powers of their generation. 410 pages, with 24 portraits of famous sacred composers. $2,postpaid 
THE SUNDAY SCHUVOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Watnut Street, PHILADELPHIA. 














Popular Bible Memory Helpers, 6 for 20c. 
Christian Fellowship Greetings, 6 for 20c. 
Birthday Folders for All Ages, 36c doz. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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Bible Pri , 6 for 20c. 
Comfortin for Sick, 12 for 30c. 


Uplifting Texts, 12 for 30c. 


Scripture Text-Reward Tickets in Graduated Sizes. Send Ten Cents for a Liberal Set of Samples 





Keep Your Church in Touch with the Community with an 


Acme Interchangeable Outdoor Sign 


ECONOMICAL DURABLE 


HANDSOME _—~ PRACTICAL 





Our Catalogue of Efficient Helps 
For Church and Sunday School Sent Free) 





GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO., 14-16 Vesey Street, New York 








School _ literature, 


You Should Consider 


The powerful influence of the weekly stream of Sunday 
in the lives 


IT SHOULD BE 


Scriptural, Spiritual, Sound and Safe ™ 
Premillennial, Practical, Pointed and Pure 


The “Christian Life Series” of Sunday School Lesson Helps 


is true to the Fundamentals of the Christian Faith. 
It stands foursquare upon the Word of God. 


There is nothing “cheap” or “fake” connected with them. 
Adapted to meet the need of every department of the School. 
Examine them for yourself. A full sample pack will be sent free upon request. 


tates’ 


of your young people 








Address, UNION GOSPEL PUBLISHING C0., Box 398, CLEVELAND, OHIO. 











From a group of eighty Pittsburgh pastors : 





** Mr. Chafer was our Conference teacher. Every man of 
us had refreshing, viel quickening truth unfolded to us 
out of God" ord.” 


Real Nourishment 
for Your People 


So many churches are half empty, but the 
people wi// come where there is real spiritual 
nourishment. Are you giving it? ‘The Bible 
has plenty of it if you will only dig deep 
enough. 

The books of Lewis Sperry Chafer, the 
noted Bible Teacher, will help you to get at 
those precious truths that will mean most to 
the lives of your people. For example, they 
will make plain— 

THE VERY BEART OF CHRISTIANITY (now almost 
unrecognized as such even by Christians). 

The significance ef evolution, Bolshevism, and other 
modern movements, and their connection with 
Satan’s plans. 

The glorious message of the Lord’s return. 

The important part the Jews will play in the 
world’s future history, 

The real force that will bring souls to Christ. 

The source of power. 

These are just a few of the many vital topics 
taken up in Mr. Chafer’s books. Every pastor 
should have a complete set. 

Satan—$l, 

Salvation—$lL. 

He That is Spiritual—$i. 

The Kingdom in History and Prophecy—$l. 

True Evangelism, or Soul-Winning by Prayer—$l. 

Grace—$1.5@. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 












In this Monthly Mag- 
azine devoted to the 
istian Fu tals. 


Sunday School Lessons 
treated by several special- 


ists. Used Sun- 
Shee e 
pr fs pee pecan: 


l 
A Wealth of Practical, Timely Things in| 
Every Issue. Send for Free Sample Copy 


Year for $1 ($1.25 foreign) 


BIBLE INSTITUTE of LOS ANGELES 
536-558 So. Hope Street, Los Angeles, Cal. 





























TEN MILLION CHRISTIANS 


should read at once “Do We Need a New Revela- 
tion ?” answering in a way to strengthen faith in and 
appreciation of the Bible; illuminating its purpose 
scope and power. Also “A Question of Personality,” 
explaining the basis of the Church and incidentally giv- 
ing the spiritual knock-out blow to Darwinism. Both 
for dime and 2c stamp. 


WAY PRESS, Third at Maple, St. Paul, Minn. 


FREE BOOK—Sunday School Teachers, 


Christian Workers, Ministers, Missionaries, etc., may 
have a free presentation copy of Mr. Charles Usher's 
Book, ““The Prayer Life, and How to Live It,” 
by writing to 


MR. STANLEY USHER, 








25 High Street, Manchester, England 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Dramatic hotirs in Joseph’s life. 
2. The secret of his noble life. 
3. Your life e¢ daughter and sister? 











po ip maven three out of the many highly 
dramatic scenes from Joseph’s ro- 


mantic history—let us choose these: 
(1) Joseph telling his brothers his 





dreams; (2) Joseph “telling” Pharaoh’s 
dream; (3) Joseph revealing himself to 
his brothers —and have them dramatized 
in one of the three following ways. The 
simplest way of all is to read these 
scenes directly from the Bible, in class , 
of course, having one girl to read all 
Joseph’s words, another all of Jacob’s, 
or Pharaoh’s, a group to act for his: 
brothers,— you will observe that they 
had not a word to say in that last scene! 
—and you, or one of them, to read all 
connecting words, ) 

Use these passages: (1) Genesis 37: 
1-4, as prologue, with verses 5-11 as the 
scene; (2) 41: 1-45, being sure to have a 
“chief butler” in the beginning and a 
lovely “Asenath” in the close of this 
thrilling scene, using verses 1-8 as a 
prologue; (3) begin with 44:14, where 
the crestfallen brothers return with the 
silver cup, and Judah proves himself 
such a wonderful pleader for the free-| 
dom of Benjamin, continuing through 
chapter 45: 15. 

The costumes for such dramatics need | 
not cost a penny, nor an hour of any- 
body’s time, since blanket bathrobes, 
couch covers, even old curtains make ef- 
fective shepherds’ robes, with the addi- 
tion_ of bright-colored scarfs for tur- 
bans. The prevailing bobbed hair just 
fits, especially for the chief butler, who 
might wear a short one-piece white dress, 
with a metal girdle, and Joseph the same 
till Pharaoh arrays him in “vestures” 
(long) of fine linen and puts a gold chain 
about his neck. 

Study Tissot’s realistic pictures of Jo- 
seph’s life, if possible, with your girls, 
for costumes and whatever details of 
scenery you may be able to reproduce. 
If they are not available use any good 
Bible pictures as models, memorizing 
the exact Bible words,—no other book 
to be used, 

2. After the study suggested above you 
will not need to prove that Joseph was 
a man of exceptional purity and genuine 
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would be the perfectly frank verdict of 
the fathers and mothers as to the genuine- 
ness of their daughters’ love for them? 
By such homely tests must we judge 
whether God is with them as ‘he was 


with Joseph. 
Home Study 
Mark and count the sixteen times Jo- 
seph mentions God in his life. 
Decatur, Ga, 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: “Hitch your wagon to a 
star!” f 

Discussion: At what age should a fel- 
low choose his life-work? Is every fellow 
master of his own fate? If not, what 
one thing, at least, can he establish from 
the beginning, to remain with him to the 
end? Name several “concrete” princi- 
ples that will abide and defy any com- 
bination of circumstances to the end. 

Objective: Projecting life plans upon a 
basis of absolute fidelity to God. 














nobility of soul. But in order that none 
of them miss the point of it all, study | 
with them especially chapters 9 and 45 | 
with the two closing paragraphs of 
50. As chapter 39 is read, ask the| 
girls to mark every repetition of the| 
statement that “Jehovah was with him,” 
or “Jehovah made all that he did to pros- 
per,” noting in passing that even Phar- 
aoh recognized this (4r: 38). 

But better than the fact, or giving 
this blessing full effect in his life, we 
see that Joseph himself knew that all his 
life was ordered of God and repeatedly 
so stated. For this, study ‘and mark 
chapter 45 and the last of 50, and hear 
him saying, “God did send me,” “God 
sent me,” “not you, but God,” “God hath 
made me lord of all Egypt,” “ye meant 
evil against me, but God meant it for 
good,” “God will surely visit you.” 

Then ask the girls to turn to. Prov- 
erbs 3:5 and 6 or Psalm 20:7 and read 
there the real motto of Joseph’s blame- 
less and powerful life. If he was a de- 
voted son and a generous, forgiving 
brother as well as a wise ruler it was 
all because in all his ways he acknowl- 
edged God. 

Nor can we afford to miss for our 
young people, whether girls or boys, the 
fact that it was Joseph’s recognition of 
God’s place in his life that saved him 
from that “day by day” temptation in 
Potiphar’s house (39:9, 10). 

3. Now ask your girls to imagine they 
are the unseen listeners to a discussion 
of their sisters by their brothers —just 
what would the boys be saying? How 
well do your girls know their own 
brothers and sisters? How much do 
they mean in their lives? And what 








AY, fellows, “Hitch your wagon to 

a star,” said Emerson in one of his 
great essays, and there’s a fine challenge 
in it. But you will remember that a 
wagon goes on wheels, and wheels must 
stay on the ground, if the wagon is to 
go. A wagon dangling to a star would 
not make better than a Christmas tree 
ornament — and that’s soon over. 

Joseph hitched his wagon to -a star. 
He dreamed about stars, the sun and 
moon, and had the whole celestial pag- 
eant passing in review before him and 
bowing down to him. But though Jo- 
seph’s head was among the stars, his 
feet were on the ground, even in his 
dreams; for there was another dream 
about binding sheaves in the field, and 
it came ahead of the star dream, too. 

Now, fellows, that’s all we know about 
Joseph’s boyhood thinking, but you may 
be sure his heart was right, and with all 
his boy day-dreaming he tied up his 
day with God. 

To-day, if you.learn nothing else, 
learn the fine lesson of Loyalty. It is 
the keynote of Joseph’s magnificent life, 
it can also be the keynote of yours. (1) 

Loyalty to Whom and to What? 
Again, the stars. Of course, God is 
omnipresent, everywhere, but somehow 
we feel we’re looking in his direction, 
upward, when we look starward. It 
was Joseph’s first concern — his loyalty 
to God. “How then can I do this great 
wickedness, and sin against God?” he 
exclaimed when confronted by a subtle 
temptation in Potiphar’s house. Loyalty 
to God insures loyalty to every mght 
principle and every just cause. You'll 
never make a mistake in your choices if 
God has the undivided loyalty of your 
heart; for that means God enthroned 
right where life’s issues start, and he 
holds your hand all the way. Loyalty 
to God insures loyalty to country, loy- 
alty to family, loyalty to principle. (2) 

And the fruit of the combination is 
— Success. Success in its truest sense. 
In Joseph’s case it meant all this and 
nothing less. I can see him at the low 
ebb of the tide in his life, en route to 
Egypt with the Ishmaelites, or in the 
Egyptian dungeon awaiting his trial on 
a false charge, with every count against 
him, but still gazing starward, trusting 
God. I see him before Pharaoh, with 
the whole situation reversed and mount- 
ing the tide of royal and popular favor, 
yet “remembering ‘his frame, that he was 
dust,” and saying, “God shall give Pha- 
raoh an answer of peace!” I see him a 
little later, the “second in the kingdom,” 
daily, continually, seeking God’s guid- 
ance and help in executing a great de- 
liverance to the nations of earth. Then, 
perhaps most beautiful of all because so 
Christlike, I see him forgiving his 
brothers—so freely, so kindly, so ten- 
derly, that strong men though they were, 
they wept like little children in his pres- 
ence. And finally I see him, with utmost 
affection and care making provision for 
his old father, that he might spend his 
declining years;/in comfort and peace. 
“And Joseph shall put his hand upon 
thine eyes,” God had promised Jacob, 


oath eee 








Pee. 


ariel! 


Lesson for April 15 
Genesis 30 : 22-24; 37:2 to 50:26 


and with this in prospect the old man 
gladly went down to Egypt. Many a 
y has dimmed his father’s eyes with 
the tears of sorrow and disappointment, 
but the boy who is loyal to God will 
have the satisfaction of crowning his 

father’s old age with peace. (3) 
Fellows, you can do all that; yes, every 
bit of it—by this: First, now, in the 
f days for purpose-fixing, by 


ime o 
bi ing your wagon to a star — and that} \ 
omg BAe God! 


Ity to 
Greenssoro, N. C. 





SCRIMINAT 


° 
Children’s Day Music 
WHILE IT IS DAY. This is our new Low- 
den-Tillotson service, which hundreds of 
make their standard of a real ser- 
vice. Et is splendidly worked out, and as 
its title suggests, ig built on a Scripture 
text. The-music is typically ‘‘ Lowden"’ 
with a variety that is refreshing. 
Treat your school to this service this 
year—it costs no more than the mediocre. 
7c each ; 80c the dozen ; $6.00 the hun- 
dred. Orchestration (including saxo- 
phones) $1.50 the set. 

CHILDREN’S DAY BUDGET contains 
sample pages from this service as well as 
valuable suggestions and, titles of Solos, 
Duets, Quartets, Orchestra Music, Organ 
Selection, Anthems, etc., that will make 

our service of unusual interest and ef- 
ectiveness. It.is free. 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
Publishers for Discriminators - 
200-14 North Fifteenth Street, Philadelphia 

















Record of Christian Work 


East Northfield, Massachusetts 


IONTHLY i of world-wide _ religio 
AX aos and oa. with contributed cade, 
sermons ; 


studies ; 
tional reading, and methods; and reports of addresses 
delivered at the famous Northfield conferences. Illust'd. 


April Number, 20 cents 
The Cross of Christ: Life’s Eternal Center. 
W. M. Clow. 





Holy Week in Jerusalem. W. P. Livingstone. 

Inseparable Love, James I. Vance. 

The Mirage Shall Become a Pool, J. Stuart 
Holden. 


‘The Metare of Religious Knowledge, Harris.E. 


The Farewell: A Dream in New York (Poem) 


All in addition t lar departments of Daily Read- 
es hag 3.5. Lesson Helps, etc. 


Two dollars a year; Canada, $2.25; foreign, $2.60, 


Address: RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK, 
Box 605, East Northfield, Mass. 


WEYMOUTH’S MODERN SPEECH TESTAMENT 
THE BEST MODERN TRANSLATION 
14 Beacon St. Circular on Request 19 w. sacksou St. 


Boston THE PILGRIM PRESS Chicago 


Bible Puzzlers 


to Interest the Children 
in the Old Testament 


Who rescued his kingdom for $1,875,000 ? 

What giant had a bed 13 ft. x6 ft? 

What happened in the Valley of Bones ? 

Who was the first musician ? 

Who made an altar out of his pillow;? 

Who took a census which cost the lives of 
70,000 people ? 


Five Hundred Bible Story 


Questions and Answers 
By Samuagt Scovitxsz, Jr. 


50 cents, postpaid. 


Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Note — This ts a good book for supblementary 
study during the last five minutes of the Sunday- 
schoul lesson half hour. Every teacher should 
































have a copy. 
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Mr. Yellow Hammer 
— Postmaster 


By Hilda Richmond 


HE Green children and the Moore 

children- had the big hollow apple 
tree that stood on the division line of 
the two places for a post office. It was 
such fun to slip little surprises into the 
one “box” the post office boasted, and 
also such fun to take little surprise 
packages out of it. Even in winter when 
the snow whirled and sifted into the 
hollow, eager  red-mittened hands 
searched through the white flakes for 
little boxes and envelopes. It was a 
pont surprise, known only to the two 

amilies, and occasionally some grown- 

up visited the little office after dark to 
put in mail for the children. 

“Mail ready?” asked a rather languid 
voice one fine spring morning as Bob 
Green was starting to school. “I'll take 
it with me if it is.” 

Emily Green, who was too little to go 
to school, brought out a soiled envelope 
for her dearest friend, Betty Moore, and 
John Green had a box for Fred Moore 
containing a puzzle he had made from 
directions found in a boys’ paper. Even 
Mrs. Green wished to mail a pattern to 
Mrs. Moore because she had no time to 
run over to the farmhouse, and she was 
sure the Moore children would get the 
mail at noon. 

“T guess I have the spring fever,” said 
Bob, moving slowly down the path. “I 
don’t want to go to school nor do any- 
thing.” 

But the spring fever proved to be 
measles, and.before three days every 
one of the Moore and Green children 
was speckled like turkey’s eggs. They 
were shut in dark rooms, and did not 
want to eat or play or read or even go 
to the beloved post office. Their fathers 
brought in the news that there was some 
mail in the General Delivery, but nobody 
was much concerned about it. If you 
have ever had the measles you know ex- 
actly how they felt those lovely spring 
days when the flowers were blooming 
and the birds singing, but they could not 
so much as peep at the outside world. 

At Jast came a day when the two 
flocks were turned out pronounced cured 
by the doctor, and permitted to go to 
the office for the -mail. “It must be 
| all returned to the writers. by this time,” 
teased Mr. Green. “I never allow my 
mail to remain in the office that long 
for fear it will be sent back by the post- 
master.” 

But when they reached the post office 
they discovered that a big saucy yellow- 
hammer had taken possession of it for 
| his nest, and that his mate was snugly 
seated on a bed of leaves and soft rags 
keeping some eggs warm under her 
wings. The two birds had covered up 
the little parcels and envelopes with their 
nest material, patiently carried to the 
| hollow in their beaks, and there was 
| nothing to do but wait until the eggs 
| were hatched and the little birds raised. 
| “Mean old things!” said Betty Moore. 
| “It was our tree, and they took it.” 

But long before the birds were 
| hatched and the mail could be had, even 
| five-year-old Betty was satisfied to let 
them have the tree. The postoffice was 
moved to a box on the fence, and when 
at last the family deserted the old home 
and the little soiled gifts were found, 
nobody regretted the delay, for the birds 
had been such interesting companions all 
summer that they hoped Mr. Yellow 
Hammer would come back next year and 
crowd them out, though he never de- 
livered a piece of mail all the time he 
lived in the post office. 


Kenton, OHI. 
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Every father will appreciate “Father 





School Times Company, at $1. 


New Electric Copper 
Church Bulletin Boards 


‘Quick €hanging Enameled Metal Letters, 
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Depth or thickness over all about 9 inches elec- 
trical reflectors with the glass scientifically ar- 
ranged, set in the crown or head to the front. 
The reflector is made to carry three 50-watt lamps 
reflected through ground glass coverings, The 
sides and bottom of the interior of the board are 
lined with pure copper of a statuary bronze finish. 
Ventilating holes are in the bottom of the board 
toward the front. There is no side lighting, but 
the reflection is from specially constructed reflec- 
tors, which we fortunately were able to secure, 
giving splendid light all the way down the board. 


Furnished in Two Sizes Only 
Price, $225.00 each 


Delivery Charges Extra 


Write for Literature and Prices on the large variety of designe, 


sizes, and finishes of our other boards with 
and without overhead lighting 





The Westminster Press 
NATIONAL DISTRIBUTERS 
Headquarters, PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building 


New York, 156 Fifth Ave. Nashville, 711 Church St. 


St. Louis, 411 N. Teath St. Chicago, 125 N. Wabash Ave. Cincinnati, 420 Elm 


Pittsburgh, Granite Building, Sixth Ave. and Wood St..0 Atlanta (Colored), 200 Aubura Ave. 


San Francisco,.278 Post*St. 


St. 
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Movies , 
In Your Church 


Ymagine clear, brilliant motion pictures 
in your church —teaching lessons in Sun- 
day School—entertaining the various so- 
cieties—crowding the church on Sunday 
evenings—raising money for any purpose! Impossi- 
ble as this may seem, it is all achievable with a DeVry. 


efficient little projector will throw pictures of theater size and qual- ¢ 
ity from any light socket, using standard width film—any per- 


son can operate a DeVry—and it is so sturdy in construc- 
tion as to practically defy even the roughest abuse. 


Here is a Book You Need ,”’ 


We have prepared a booklet, ‘‘ Motion Pic- <9? & #* 
tures in the Church,’’ which is designed to help ¢° 

you in your problem. A copy will besent © yw o> 
without obligation—just mail the coupon. oe, 


The DeVry Corporation “ss 


1288 Marianna Street ,¢ * “s 


Chicago, Illinois vig TSS we 






Despite its 
small size and light weight (the DeVry weighs but 25 pounds), this 
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rare Step Forward 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE MONTHLY 


Announces 4 
THE ADDITION TO ITS SUBSCRIPTION LIST THAT OF 


THE CHRISTIAN HOME MAGAZINE 


Comprising what were formerly known as the “Family Altar 
Magazine” and ‘‘ Daily Bible.” 





























With this transfer, the Moody Bible Institute Monthly will publish 
the daily Bible readings from the Family Altar League, of which 
Evangelist Dr. W. E. Biederwolf is president. The daily Bible read- 
ings will begin with the May number. 


The Moody Bible Institute Monthly is the all round Christian’s 
magazine, containing not only many helpful sermons, addresses, and 
special contributed articles, but also departments for the exposition of 
the Sunday-school Lessons, Young People’s Society Topics, What 
Other Editors Are Saying, Missionary Department, Outlines For 
Bible Talks and Sermons, Evangelistic News, and most important of 
all, editorial comments by Dr. James M. Gray, editor, on current 
events in the light of the Bible. Special Bible Conference number 
for April, only 20 cents; subscription price, $2.00 a year. Mention 
The Sunday School Times when writing. 
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MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE MONTHLY, 
150 INSTITUTE PLACE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 


ic IE] JOE 
UNDER THE CROUND IN BIBLE LANDS 


THIS BOOK WILL HELP YOU 
ARCHAEOLOCY AND THE BIBLE 


By GEORGE A. BARTON, Ph.D., LL.D. 


A third edition of this important work has been made. It includes all of the features of the earlier 
editions, and new material from translations of tablets found at Ashur supplying important gaps in 
the text of the Creation Epic. New illustrations have been added. One of these, a Mosaic floor of a 
Palestinian Jewish Synagogue, was laid bare during the Great War by the bursting of a shell. 

More than half the book is devoted to translations at first hand from ancient writings, found in 
Babylonia, Egypt, and other lands, which bear upon the creation, deluge, Biblical history, poetry, 
prophecy, Gospels and Epistles. 

A reference work for teachers and students lacking none of the elements of attractiveness for gen- 
eral readers. 8vo., xiv and 483 pages text and 305 illustrations. 


$3.50 net. 









































AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





Rodeheaver’s Gospel Songs| 


Bring new life and new enthusiasm to Sunday School and Church 

work, This new book introduces many new and beautiful songs, and 

supplements our other favorites: “Awakening Songs,” “Songs 

for Service,” “Victory Songs.” The most popular songs for 
revival. 

One book : 

cloth, 40 ; 


your examination. 












cloth, 45c; limp, 35c; manila, 30c; Quantity : (not prepaid) ~ ooh 
limp, 30c; manila, 25c. Sample copy (returnable) sent for d “ 


RAINBOW RECORDS 


bring these famous gospel songs to your home and church 
and show you how Homer Rodeheaver sings them. Also 
records by other promineni gospel singers and evangelists. 
Double face records 75c each. Send for catalog. 


Faber Folding Organs 


fold like a suitcase; light in weight. 

ake one with 
you on your 
summer outing. 





Great for class- 
es, clubs, and 
out-door se r- 
vice. Write us 
for catalog and 
price list. 


We specialize in Religioas music and accessories | 


THE RODEHEAVER COMPANY 
605 McClurg Bldg., Dept. V., 814 Walnut Street, 
Chicago, Il. Philadelphia, Pa. a 

















MOTHERS OF MEN 4 SONGALOGUE FOR 


A Complete Service For Reader and Choir. 
Send 25c for copy with two (2) New Children’s Day Services and a Flower Song Pantomime. 
TULLAR-MEREDITH COMPANY, 153 WAVERLY PLACE, - - - NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





April 22. Train for Leadership. Exod. 3: 7- 
12; 4: 10-12. 
April 29.° What My-. Denomination Has 
Meant to the World. 1 Peter 2: 9-12. 
May 6. Lessons from the Psalms. 5. A 
Prayer Psalm. Psa. 8 :1-17. (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 

May 13. Why Do We Believe That Jesus 
Christ Is the Son of God? John 20: 24- 
31. 





Mon.—Study. nature (Job 26 : 1-14). 

Tues.—Study the Bible (Acts 17 : 10-15). 

Wed.—Study yourself (Heb. 3 : 12-19). 

Thurs.—Practise what you know (Luke 
11 : 46-54). 

Fri.—Read (Eph. 3: 1-7.) 

Sat.—Meditate (Psa. 77 : 10-20). 











Why should we seek education? 
What part has religion in education? 
To what uses should we put education? 


Sunday, April 15 


How Can We Become Truly Educated? 
.(Prov. 4: 1-9) 


OME people think of “getting edu- 

cated” as merely going to college 
long enough to obtain certain degrees 
which they can show as evidence of their 
learning. But that falls far short of the 
heart of the matter. The Scripture les- 
son says: “with all thy getting, get un- 
derstanding.” Real education does not 
lie in the possession of an array of facts. 
Rather it lies in the attitude of a sym- 
pathetic heart and mind which uses facts 
as a stepping-stone to helpfulness for 
the helpless, and understanding for the 
misunderstood. 


Real education then, is a matter of 
knowledge plus understanding. And un- 
derstanding is a heart-matter as well as 
a head-matter. One who knows a few 
facts, laboriously gathered at home or 
as the opportunity comes, and who is 


possessed of a determined will to use his | 3: 


life for the glory of God and the help 
of his fellow-men is a good deal more 
educated than a man possessing a dozen 
university degrees who is intent on riches 
or personal ambition. 
we 
But real understanding cannot come by 
working for it. It is a closed door with 
but one key to fit. That key is the re- 
demptive love of God in Christ. Take 
that away and life is meaningless, with- 


| out purpose, without hope. One man’s 


speculation is as good as another’s, and 
one groper in the dark cannot help an- 
other very well. Order comes out of 
the seeming chaos and purposeless course 
of life when, and only when, we real- 
ize that “God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life.” 


In these days a college education is a 
very desirable thing to have. To the 


| average young person the doors to col- 


lege are unlocked. They may not be 
open, but a determined push will throw 
them open. There is not a young man 
or a young woman of ordinary health 
and intelligence but can work his or her 
way through college. A college educa- 
tion is no longer a rich man’s posses- 
sion. In some of our colleges and uni- 
versities as many as a third of the stu- 
dents are self-supporting. It can be done. 


we 

Above all, read and cherish the Eng- 
lish Bible. Open your hearts to its mes- 
sage, if you desire to be really educated. 
There you will find the pure and choice 
style that was at the bottom of the 
simple grandeur of the speeches of a 
Lincoln and the eloquence of a Glad- 
stone. Know the Bible and its doctrines, 
and you will have wisdom. Take the 
Christ of the Bible into your heart and 
you will have understanding. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Millions are now using this sim- 
oe treatment to stop pain. 

loan’ s, applied without rubbing, 

enetrates and produces a warm- 
ing sensation. It stimulates new, 
fresh blood to and through the 
aching part. This breaks up the 
congestion, and since congestion 
has caused the pain—quick, 
grateful relief follows. 

The world over, Sloan’s stops 
rheumatic twinges and muscular 
aches. It eases aching backs and 
sharp neuralgic pains. Good, too, 
for colds in chest. 


At all drug stores 
Sloan’s Liniment-kills pain! 
~ BOOKS ON PRESENT DAY ISSUES 

















The Church in Prophetic Limelight. . 20c 
Lighthouse to Young Believers... .. . . 5c 
The Great a x of, kya 25e 
Ancient and Idolatry. ...... 20¢ 
Past, Present Work and Future of Satan. . 20c 
Home from Four Angles. .....--.--.- 10¢ 
| The Last Message of Jesus Christ... .. . 20¢ 
PaulePatterm ........---. ~-e + - 106 
Hell's ground -Theatres and Movies 15¢ 
a Neale 8 teas 15¢ 
The Yawning Pit of Lodgery. . .. - . . 10e 
5 Principlesin Bible and S.S.Lesson Study.20c 
Complete Set, $1.75, 600 pages. 
BISHOP CLAYTON F. DERSTINE, EUREKA, ILL 





is only $1.00 for a whole year—LESS THAN 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance says: “* 

is no other I like as well.” Sample copy /ree. 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York. a 


DEFLEXOGRAPH 


STOPS SCRATCH and SURFACE NOISES 
FITS ANY PHONOGRAPH (or Vic- 


trola) usin? changeable needles. 
Soft, mellow tone. Wonder attach- 


S. S. LESSON ILLUST ese man O° 








ment filters sound oscillations, pre- 
vents scratchand surface noises en- 
teringsound box. Nometallicnoises. 
$1.00 POSTPAID 
If not entirely satisfied after trying 
feturn it and we will cheerfully 
tefund your money. Gold Plated, 
$1.50 postpaid. 


VANTONE Co. 
Dept. 428, 110 W. 15th St, New York 
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SPENCER 


BUFFALO 


(A OROTTATY 
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If’ “JUST A REAL GOOG steRtoPtiCon’ H 
THE SPENCER 
DELINEASCOPE 


2111) 500-WATT BULB 
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BRONZE Ts LETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Board$,Collection Plates,etc 


| Globe Furniture Company, jiinae. uicten 
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Lesson for April 15 
Genesis 30 : 22-24; 37:2 to 50:26 


An Encyclopedia of History 


A Book Review by 
Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D, 


This article reviews “The New 
Larned History for Ready Refer- 
ence, Reading, and Research” (C. A. 
Nichols Publishing Co., Springfield, 
Mass., in 12 volumes, fp to $159, 
according to binding). 


HE New Larned will appeal to all re- 

search readers in history, bringing up, 
as it does, the old Larned to cover this 
latter, one of the greatest, periods of 
world history. It is not a history, but an 
encyclopedia of history, in which one may 
not only get references to history but 
actually read on~historical subjects in 
the very words of the great historians of 
the world. This is the peculiar value 
of Larned. The work is invaluable to 
the busy student who has not time to 
read long on each subject under consid- 
eration. ; 

The plan, of course, has its limita- 
tions; the reader is circumscribed in the 
opinions he gets by the judgment of the 
compiler who made the extracts. Yet it 
is satisfactory to most of us to have the 
extracts made by an expert historian 
rather than by ourselves. On present- 
day topics, for instance, it is interesting 
to learn that “Bolshevik,” which has 
such sinister suggestiveness in our ears, 
means nothing more alarming than “men 
of the majority,” originally the major- 
ity in the communist Congress of 1903, 
but now a kind of ingrowing majority 
that has obtained control and has power 
to perpetuate itself. 

Who that loves a boy is not glad to 
know the Boy Scouts up-to-date, with 
affiliated organizations in twenty-five 
countries, with a membership of 987,600? 

Since we are learning in these days 
of the development of Alaska, “Seward’s 
folly,” as the wits of fifty years ago 
called it, it is suggestive of the future 
migration to that far-away land to learn 
that the climate there is not as, cold as 
same parts of our States, and is still 
more humbling to American ‘self-esteem 
to’ learn that the Dominion of Canada 
occupies more of the North American 
Continent than the United States of 
America! 

On a study of child welfare legisla- 
tion, there are twenty-four pages, pre- 
senting-in a most comprehefsive way the 
history of such legislation from “The 
Statute of Laborers” of Edward III 
down to the legislation in the United 
States in 1919. Concerning China, larfd 
of such transcendent interest to the Chris- 
tian world, and, indeed, to all the West- 
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ern world, there are seventy-four pages 
covering the whole story of that coun- 
mi from a discussion of the names by 
which the Flowery Kingdom has been 
known from early times down to the civil 
war of the summer of 1922. 

Illustrations that illustrate so accur- 
rately and beautifully, and maps which 
sharply distinguish between the various 
countries by contrasting colors, are 
both a help and a delight. 

The maps and plates are excellent and 
numerous. Volumes I and II have been 
received for review, but all the twelve 
volumes are expected to issue during 
1923. 

we 


Dr. Carter Coming to America 


AILING from Liverpool on the Car- 

mania on April 7, Dr. A. H. Carter, 
editor of the Bible Witness, of Runni- 
mede, Hounslow, Middlesex, Eng., is 
coming to this country for a number of 
addresses. He will conduct noon meet- 
ings in the famous Fulton Street Prayer- 
Meeting in New York City from April 
16 to 19. He writes to a friend in this 
country that many doors seem to be 
opening, among others an itinerary in 
Canada, to be arranged by the Rev. I. R. 
Dean, of Toronto, while Dr. W. B. Riley, 
of the Fundamentals Conference Move- 
ment, is also planning to use Dr. Carter. 
Dr. Carter expects to return to Great 
Britain from Montreal on July 14. 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


“Twenty-seven Millions” 


AST week. our plea was. for evangel- 

ization abroad... This week it is for 
evangelization at home. Is there need? 
“It is estimated,” says the Chicago Daily 
News editorially,.“that twenty-seven mil- 
lion boys .and girls are growing up in 
the United States. entirely without re- 
ligious instruction,”.This one fact should 
be sufficient to send thousands of inter- 
cessors to their knees, and the Church 
to the harvest fields at home. A revival- 
less Church to-day means a godless 
America to-morrow. This is our day. 
We are responsible; responsible for to- 
day, and for to-morrow. Neglect the 
Bible in our homes, remove it from our 
schools, emasculate it in our churches, 
and then—God pity the nation! Al- 
ready we are reaping in a harvest of 
godlessness and crime the folly we have 
sown. What of to-morrow? Twenty- 
seven million neglected boys and. girls — 
potentially fertile soil to-day, discourag- 
ingly fruitless soil to-morrow, — hope- 
lessly irreclaimable as their souls pass 
from a Christless life into a Christless 
eternity. 


April 9 to 15 
Mon.—Genesis 37: 1-4. The Favorite Child. 


Parental partiality starts many a fam- 
ily feud. Poor Jacob’s blunders con- 
tinued even to his “old age” (v. 3). A 
wise parent can love (and even show 
his ‘love) without showing partiality, 
thus following the heavenly Parent’s ex- 
ample (Matt. 5:45 and John 14: 21, 23). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
children of your own home, or those un- 
der your care, and that you may be wise 
and faithful in their religious instruc- 
tion. .The_writer’s parents filled his 
mind with Bible narratives in early child- 
hood, instead of with foolish rhymes and 
funny pictures. Thank God for such par- 
ents, 

Tues.—Genesis 37 : 23-28. 
Joseph Sold by His Brothers. 

Joseph, the type of Christ: well-be- 
loved of his father; sent to his breth- 
ren; hated and rejected; made merchan- 
dise of, became a blessing to the Gen- 

(Continued on the next page) 
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Just think 
what you've 


been missing: 


ANY people deny them- 

selves the comfort of a 
hot drink with meals, because 
they find coffee and tea detri- 
mental to health. For many, 
the drug element in coffee and 
tea irritates the nerves, retards 
digestion and often prevents 








Postum., 
beverage supplies all the pleas- 
ure and satisfaction that a hot 
mealtime drink can give—in- - 


natural, restful sleep. 


If this fits your case, try 
This pure cereal 


vigorating warmth, fine aroma 
and delicious flavor. And you 
can enjoy it in the full assur- 
ance that it cannot harm 
health. 


Postum 
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or adulteration whetsocever 


“There’s a Reason” 


Your grocer sells Postum in two forms: 
Instant Postum (in tins) prepared in- 
stantly in the cup by the addition of boil- 
ing water. 
for those who prefer to make the drink 
while the meal is being prepared; made 
by boiling fully 20 minutes, 


Postum Cereal (in packages) 


Made by 


Postum Cereal Co., Inc., Battle Creek, Mich. 
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EARN how to make a safe 
investment and secure an 

assured income for life yield- 

ing as high as 8% with 

No Anxiety. 


No Fluctuations. 
No Inheritance Taxes. 


A real bond with a donation feature endorsed 
by leading churches of all denominations. 
Write for Booklet No. 1 


Nancw YORK 24 
- oo Ld lool 


Every style of Bible for sale. 
NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
Oldest Bible Society in New York 
5 East 48th Street New York 
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Thought-stimulating expository surveys of the In- 
ternational Lessons, full of suggestions and applica- 
tions. “Illustrative Hints and Helps’ on the C. E. 
topics and other equally helpful departments, and _re- 
ports of addresses delivered at the famous Northfield 
conferences. §2 a year; 20 cents acopy. All in the 


RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK 


Box 605, East Northfield, Mass. 





Gye Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, March 31, 1923 





Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either 
” to separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year, 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent te 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That ia> 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies; 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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REVELCS BOOK 


Being a _ By James I. Vance,D.D., LL.D. 


P h 4 int. welh-ooscanad plea 

t mor and unique use- 
reacher felness of the Christian minis- 
try. James Sprunt Lectures, 1923. $1.25 








Harbor A. Eugene Bartlett 


° Author of “ 7he Joy-Maker” has 
Jim iven a fascinating picture of 

Gooteusdiend and the quaint 
lives of the fishermen. ‘There’s a seal hunt, a 
journey up the Humber, for salmon, and 
through it runs a story you'll not forget, original 
and tender. With frontispiece. $1.00 


Between — Mary Caroline Holmes 
the Lines in (12 wiecescUrs Gusts 


a ., the —. and spring nf 
1920, and the part si an 

Asia Minor x ood associated with her 
played during the two 

years following. Illustrated. $1.50 


The Romance Amos R. Well’ 
of Right Living bright, “hue pe 


rs, the purpose of 
which is to present Christian trut tn an 
unusual way, Fresh, stimulating, healthy 
Christian idealism characterizes the entire 
volume, $1.50 


The Revival Dr. Malcolm J. McLeod 


utilizes apt illustrations 


of Wonder drawn, from every-day 


life, from the fountains 
of literature and from the commonly-shared 
experiences of humanity, giving them a moral 
and spiritual application of the surest 


kind. $1.25 
Within the © Coty &. Bian 


Professor of Prac 


Gateways of the “ 7*<e%s». 


Princeton Theolog- 
Far East ical Seminary 

A Record of Recent 

Travel. 

While marked by exceptional interest and 
value as a book of travel, his latest volume fur- 
nishes a vista of the work of Christian Missions. 
Illustrated, 


Learn Daniel A. Poling, LL.D. 


Associate President and Citizen” 
to Live ship Supt., The United Society of 

Christian Endeavor, has a volume 
of Straight Talks to Young People. A bright, 
cheery presentation of principles, which, when 
adopted, cannot fail to produce in any human 
being, old or young, ‘ the fruits of good 




















living.” $1.50 
Five Minutes William H. Walker's 

° new volume of talks 
with the to yo - ng ft ol k s. 


B y nd Gi ] 9 Straightforward and 

practical. Dr. Walker 

oys a ar $ fas a direct way of 

using his illustrations 

Congregation and applying them 

in an unstrained, un- 

derstandable way. $1.25 

The Waste By W.W. Melton 

. . The basis of the discus- 

sion found in this book is 

of Sin the Parable of the Prodigal 

Son, outlining twelve princi- 

ples of Christian teaching, and indicating the 

relation they bear to each other in this familiar 

story. $1.25 
The Fifth By Robert Hugh Morris 
Yr. Morris drives straight 


I 
Horseman at the heart of his theme, 
and draws therefrom what 
and Other Sermons be conceives to be its vitai 
° teaching. His _ interpreta- 
tions are lucid, and his conclusions well 
balanced and convincing. Foreword by Edgar 
P. Hill, D.D. i 
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For Family Worship 
(Continued from the preceding . page) 


tiles, and among them gained a bride; 
afterwards made himself known to his 
brethren and exalted them, 

Prayer Succestions: “Daily Bible 
reading and prayer in the family circle, 
though once characteristic of the Amer- 
ican home, have come to be rag ex- 
tinct,” says the Chicago Daily News. 
Pray for the establishment (or the re- 
establishment) of the family altar in 
every Christian home throughout the 
world, 

Wed.—Genesis 41 : 25-36. 
Joseph Interpreting Pharaoh’s Dream. 

Three times, by giving God the glory, 
Joseph disclaimed credit as the inter- 
preter of Pharaoh’s dreams. On a pre- 
vious occasion (40:8) ‘he had asked, 
“Do not interpretations belong to God?” 
Many an otherwise great leader fails at 
this crucial point. 


PRAYER SuccEstions: Says Lucy Page 
Gaston: “America pays dearly for her 
criminal neglect of youth. Judge Tolley, 
in a recent article in the New York Her- 
ald making an appeal to parents, calls 
attention to the astounding fact that the 
average age of penitentiary inmates is 
nineteen years.” 


Thurs.—Genesis 41 : 37-45. Joseph Honored. 


The immediately subsequent and later 
events proved Joseph unchanged amid 
all these honors. Even Pharaoh, who 
“knew nothing of Biblical psychology” 
(Companion Bible), recognized that in 
Joseph dwelt “the spirit of God” (v. 38). 
God’s Spirit abiding in a man imparts 
strength and stability of character. 

PRAYER Svuccestions: Pray for a 








higher moral standard in our entire ed- 
ucational system; grammar schools, high! 
schools, colleges, and universities. Pray} 
for teachers who will build up rather | 
than undermine evangelical faith. Pray| 
for all directors and trustees of schools. 


Fri.—Genesis 45 : 3-11. 
Joseph Forgiving His Brothers. 

How like the great anti-type was the 
type! “Be not angry with yourselves,” 
said Joseph; “Father, forgive them,” | 
said Jesus. In both cases what men 
meant for evil God overruled for good 
(Gen. 50:20; Acts 2:23, 36); in the 
former case preserving a nation, in the) 
latter redeeming a world. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Continue pray-| 
ing for evangelization abroad. Pray for'| 
the Russian Missionary Society (1844 
West Monroe Street, Chicago); its 15 
foreign and 102 native workers, and for 
500 needed additional workers; also for 
means to print a million Russian Bibles 
and tracts, and to carry on all its work. | 


Sat.—Genests 46 : 28-34. 
Joseph and His Father. 
Joseph was not like some men, who} 
are ashamed of their parents, ashamed} 
of their affection, ashamed to weep. Nor! 
on the other hand was he childish or | 
silly, shedding superficial tears or show- 
ing a deceitful concern. His genuine- 
ness and his manliness would put to 
shame much that we see to-day. 
PRAYER Suacestions: Pray for the} 
Bolivian Indian Mission (81 Fulton} 
Street, New York City); for its thirty-| 
five foreign and five native workers, also | 


ure; pray for the opening of new sta-| 
tions, also for a needed accountant ; | 


Sun.—Psaalm 20: 1-9. 
The Source of Deliverance. | 
“Some trust in chariots, and some in| 
horses.” Others trust in human names 
and human resources, and still others in 
themselves, How few of God’s children 
lean upon the strong arm of Jehovah 
rather than upon the arm of flesh! 
“Cease ye from man, Behold, the Lord.” 
PraAvEeR Succestions: Pray for the 
Central America Mission (804 Central 
National Bank Building, Dallas, Texas) ; 
its fifty foreign and one hundred and 
fifty native workers, also four accepted 
candidates; pray for the supply of Bible 
teaching men capable of training others, 
and for means to support mission houses 
and native workers. 








Does a well-established church need 
a Daily Vacation Bible School? 


Some people think that the Daily Vacation Bible School enter- 
prise is suited only to congested sections of the cities ; or in spiritually 
and socially neglected localities. They have proved great worth 
under such circumstances; but they have also proved their excellent 
results where the conditions have been quite the reverse. 


There are many important reasons for establishing a D. V. B.S., 
mainly to convert idle time of children into moral and religious train- 
ing. A very interesting booklet giving all the reasons and the elements 
of a Standard D. V. B. S. can be obtained from the Director of D. V. 
B. S., 423 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


The material is suggested by the National Commission of the 
Presbyterian Daily Vaction Bible School and published by the Board. 
It is issued for all standard schools, and provides a four-department 
school for the year 1923. 


A HANDBOOK FOR THE D. V. B. S. 


Contains suggestions for organization, training of the teachers, 
conduct of the school. 





Price, 50 cents, postpaid 


CURRICULUM FOR 1923 
BIBLE LESSONS 


KINDERGARTEN. First Series 

“Listening to Our Heavenly Father.”............ 75 cents, postpaid 
PRIMARY DEPARTMENT (Ages 6, 7, and 8.) 

“ God Revealing Himself in the Lives of Men” 75 cents, postpaid 
; STRIBLEN, McCLurRE and VERKUYL 
JUNIOR (Ages 9,10, and 11) 

“ The Child in His World”............... sivigtumantetes $1.25, postpaid 

Pau. Patron Faris 


This book includes craft work definitely correlated with the theme for 
each week, and other helpful suggestions are made. Thusit is a Pro- 
gram Book, a Lesson Book, and a Craft Work Manual in one. 


INTERMEDIATE (Ages /2 and above) ‘ 


“ Builders of the Church”........ .........0ssses000 50 cents, postpaid 
Pau. PaTTon Faris 


HYMN MANUAL............ rititalcndhasiunstwalendGtinieaiahiaieshancunetouiaad $1.50, postpaid 
A Music Manual (Graded) 














CRAFT WORK 


“A Manual of Craft Work.” First Series (1921)....$1.00, postpaid 
Supplement (1922) 60 cents, postpaid 


HABIT TALKS 
** As the Twig is Bent.” Limouze................+. 40 cents, postpaid 
“Good American Vacation Lessons.” Daniels...$1.00, postponed 


MISSIONARY STORIES 
‘Next Door Neighbors.” Applegarth...............++: 
“Sunday School Builders.” Somerndike....... 
“Friday’s Footprints.” Applegarth................++. $1.50, postpaid 
Bulletin No. 12—A D. V. B. S.—will be supplied on request. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
AND SABBATH SCHOOL WORK 


(THE WESTMINSTER PRESS) 
Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building 


New York, 156 Fifth Ave. Cincinnati, 420 Elm St. St. Louis, 411 N. Tenth St. 
Chicago, 125 N. Wabash Ave. Nashville, 711 Church St. Sam Francisco,278 Post St. 
Atlanta (Colored), 200 Auburn Ave. 

Pittsburgh, Granite Building, Sixth Avenue and Wood Street 
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